OKLAHOMA STATUTES
TITLE 82. WATERS AND WATER RIGHTS

§82-1B. Moratorium on sale or exportation of surface water and/or groundwater............c.ccoee....... 14
§82-1C. Repealed by Laws 2007, c. 93, § 16, eff. NOV. 1, 2007.......ccouieeeiriieecieeeeieeeereeeeireeeeee e e e e 15
§82-1D. Oklahoma River - Designation of portion of North Canadian River.........cccoccveeveivieiinniiieennnns 15
§82-1E. Protection of water - Preemption by Legislature............cocoveeeoiieieiiiceeeeecee e 15
§82-105.1. DEINITIONS. ..ccuvtiiiiriiieieriterteett ettt et s bt st e st e e st e ste e st e sbeeseesabaessaesaseesssesanseeesnns 15
§82-105.1A. Purpose of |aw - Legislative iNtENt...........coovviiiivieiereeeeiee e e ea 16
§82-105.2. Right to use water - Domestic USe - Priorities. .....cceeceeeieriieeiieeiieceeeieccee e veee e 17
§82-105.3. Right of eminent dOmMaiN.........cceeieiiiiieiecieeeeeee ettt e sa e baeerae e eareas 19
§82-105.4. DIVEISION Of WALEN.....cccuvieiieeiieeieeeie ettt ettt e e cte e tteeteeeteeebeeeaaeebeesaseessessseenseseeesseeeennes 19
§82-105.5. Impairment of water rights - Suits in district Court.........ccooerviiniinniinniniieceece 19
§82-105.6. Adjudication oOf rights - SUIL.........cccieeiiiiiieeeeee ettt re e e ar e e e e e e e eaees 20
§82-105.7. Parties to suit - INtervention - OFErS.........cuiiveeeieeiieeeieecieeeee et reereeeeeesveesare e s eeaveeeeenns 20
§82-105.8. Decree - Contents - Copies to be filed.......c..oouiirieeiiieieeeeeceeeeeeee e 20
§82-105.9. Application for Water FIghtS........ccciiiiiiiiiieceeteet ettt et sbe e e e aaaeeeeaes 21
§82-105.10. Rules governing appliCations........c.ccveeeereeiereeieseetesesteseeteseesaeseeesaesraesaeessseesssaeesnneas 21
§82-105.11. Notice of application - Protest - HEAring.........ccceeeuieeeeiieecieeeeee et e e e e 22
§82-105.12. Approval of application by Oklahoma Water Resources Board - Use of water outside the
L 1 (RSO P OO PR U PO PPORPPPPPP 23
§82-105.12A. Permits to use water outside of State.........cccveeevieieiiiiciieeeeeeeee e 25
§82-105.13. Seasonal, temporary, term and provisional permits - Limited quantity stream water
(011 0 011 4 F TSRO PUUURRON 25
§82-105.14. Denial of permit - Approval of application for lesser amount - Appeal..........cccccuveennnnne. 26
§82-105.15. Time for commeNCeMENL Of WOIKS........ccvierieerieeiteeereeieeeteeereesteecteeereeereeeraesveessaeeseens 27
§82-105.16. Time for putting water to beneficial USE..........cocuvieeveieeiueeeeiieeeeeeceee e e 27
§82-105.17. Reversion of Water 10 PUDIIC.......uicieeiiiiieeiecteeteteete ettt e st seeeebe e e svae e e 28
§82-105.18. Loss of right to use water - Notice - HEariNg......cccvivvierieeiiiinieeieccieecieeeee e eveee e 28
§82-105.19. Surrender of Water FghLS........ccueiieieieeieecee et 29
§82-105.20. ViIOIAtIONS. ...c.vieuieiieieeieecteseeteeee e e ee et e e st e e et esse et esseeseesseessessesssesseessassessnssesnsseesnseens 29
§82-105.271. SUIPIUS WALEN.....eeeeeeeeeeeeee et ettt et e eeaeeeeeteeeeeaeeeeseeeenseeeeesssssensseesesesnnssssnneeeeesennnns 29
§82-105.22. Severance and transfer of Water Fight.........c..oooveiieoieeeoeiieeee e eeeeaes 29
§82-105.23. Use of water for Other PUIPOSES.......cccviieieeiieciecceete ettt e see e eeesreesaesveens 30
§82-105.24. Assignment of appropiation permit - Transfer of title to land........c.cceceevienieriiincennnen. 30
§82-105.25. Notice of completion - INSPECHON. .......ccvecierieieeecteeeee et e e e as 31
§82-105.26. Certificate of COMPIEEION.......cociiieeie e e e e err e e e e e e e e eees 31
§82-105.27. Unsafe works to be changed - United States works not subject to inspection................ 31
§82-105.28. Measurement Of Water........cccciiiiiiiiiiieccieeecee ettt ettt e st tae e s s araaeeaeaeeeeas 32
§82-105.29. Appropriations of water by the United States.........ccceeeieecieniieiieciecceeeeeeceeecieee e 32
§82-105.30. Extension of period of withdrawal under national emergency........cccccceeecvervveeeincciveennne 34
§82-105.31. Records of Oklahoma Water Resources Board open to publiC........cccceeecvercieenienireineeenn. 34
§82-105.32. Effect of act on forfeited water rights and priority dates..........cccveeeviieciiiiiieeeeeeees 34
§82-110.1. SNOIt fItIE..ccuteeeieieeieieeeree ettt ettt et e e s s et e sae e aesaeesseesa e aeeenseesnneeeenneas 35
§82-110.2. LegiSIatiVe INEENT.....oeieeiieeeeeeeeee ettt et eetr e eeare e eeaeeeereeeesneeeesneaeeeeeennnnes 35
§82-110.3. DEIINIEIONS...ccviietrierieeteeereceee et ettt eetreeeteeeteeerbeeeteeesbeeesseebeeesseeseeesesesseesseenseessseensseeeeans 35
§82-110.4. Dams subject to regulation under this act.........ccoeieeiiiriiiiieniiceeeeeece e 36
§82-110.5. Oklahoma Water Resources Board - Powers and dUti€s..........ccceeveeevierneeniienniieeeennineeennnne 36
§82-110.6. Effect of act on liability of dam OWNErS...........ooeciieecieeeeeeee e 37
§82-110.7. Supervision of dam safety Programe..........cceeeceeeiieeiienieeceeeee et e e e ve e e e e 38
§82-110.8. Notice of completion of construction - Certification..........ccocveeeeiveieecieeeieieceeeeeeeeeeeeeene 38
§82-110.9. Records - Disclosure to Board - Notice of flood events.............coocveeeiiieecireeccierieeeeeeeeeeens 38
§82-110.10. Failure, neglect or refusal to comply with act - Orders - Penalties - Judicial relief........... 38
§82-110.11. APPEAIS O OFUEIS.....occeeeeieeeeteceeteeeeee ettt et e e et e s e e ae s e e be e s e seessesseeseenssesenseas 40

§82-110.12. Effect of act on other |aws and rUIES.........evvevieeeeieeieeeee e 40



§82-110.20. Repealed by Laws 2007, c. 93, § 17, eff. NOV. 1, 2007......ooovueeeeueeeeereeeeeeeeeeireeeeeeeeeeens 40

§82-110.30. Repealed by Laws 2013, c. 88,8 1, eff. July 1, 2013.......oooemrieeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeereeeeeee e 40
§82-277. SNOIE HLI....eveiieicereeteeete ettt ettt ettt e et eete e eaeeeteeebeeeseeeaseeesseesssennsaeseeenreeseennes 40
§82-277.1. DEIINIEIONS...ccuviiteieteeetie ettt ettt ettt eere e et eeeteeeteeeeveeesseebeessseesbsensesesaeesseenseessseensreeeenns 40
§82-277.2. Proposal by titleholders to organize irrigation district.........ccccceeviervieiniinieiniiieiiiieeees 41
§82-277.3. Petition - CONEENTS.....ccuiieiiieieeeteeteeete et ete et ete et esteesaeebe e seeebeeesaeeaseessseeeessseseennes 41
§82-277.4. HEAriNg - NOLICE = OFUEN......uiieieeiiecieeieecte ettt eteesee e cteesaeeaeessaeeaeesseesbeessaesnsaesnnssasennns 41
§82-277.5. Electors - Persons eligible to serve - First meeting - Adoption of bylaws - Other business.
............................................................................................................................................................. 42
§82-277.6. Board of directors - Oath of office - Surety bond - Powers and duties - Effect of section on
Lo 4 = gl = YO OSSR 44
§82-277.7. Assessments - Collection - Delinquent assessments - Certificate.......cccceeeveeecieeecveeennenn. 48
§82-277.8. Collection of assessments and delinquent assessments - Reports.......cccccceeeevvvveeeeeeeeennn. 50
§82-277.9. Liens - Collection of delinquent assessments - Invalid assessments - Deeds..................... 50
§82-277.10. Money judgments against diStriCt........ccceevieerieriiiiieeeeceeee ettt evae e e 51
§82-277.11. Construction and assessment eleCtONS. ........c..eecciieeeiieieciee et crrree e e e e 51
§82-277.12. Water delivery prohibited in delinquent Cases..........cocceevvirviiiniieniiiinienieirieeecee e 51
§82-277.13. Repealed by Laws 1992, c. 69, § 27, emerg. eff. April 13, 1992.......cccvveeeeiiciiiiiieeeeeen. 52
§82-277.14. Irregularity or error in land description not jurisdictional.........ccccccveevieecieniiecceecieenenn. 52
§82-277.15. Payment of claims against diStriCt............oevveieiiiieeerieeeeeeeeeeee et e e e e e 52
§82-277.16. CONSONAATION......iieuviereeetiieteeetee ettt et et eete e eeteeetaeeebeeesseeseesseeeseeesesenseensseseensseeeeees 52
§82-277.17. TaX EXEMPLIONS. ...ccuveteeeieieeieeieeteeteeteeeesteseeste s e e sessaessessessesssessaessasseessesssasssaeenssesanseenn 53
§82-277.18. DiSSOIULION....c.ueietietieeieeeteeeieeeteete et eerteeeteeerteeeteesebeeeteeeaseesssessse e saesssaeseesnssseesensassannnns 53
§82-277.19. INACHIVE AiStIICES. . eeeiveieiiieiieeieecieeete et teeee e eete e et e eebeeeaeeseestaeeseeesaesnseesssesasaesnsseaennns 54
§82-277.20. Holding and conveyance Of ProPErtY.......cccciecieeceeeeeeiieeeieecreeeeeereesaeesseesseesveesnseseenns 54
§82-277.21. CONIICE Of INEEIEST....ccuiieeieeieeieceee ettt et ete e ste e et e e aee s e bae e e e araaeeennns 54
§82-277.22. Repealed by Laws 1992, c. 69, § 27, emerg. eff. April 13, 1992........ccovveeieeeciirrrieneeeenn. 55
§82-277.23. Electors, Who mMay DECOME.........oocuiiieee ettt et e aa e e e e 55
§82-277.24. Salt Water - EXEMPLION. .....cciiiieieiecieeeetese et ae st ete et e s e e s e s e e sessaessessaesresssesseesnnnas 56
§82-277.25. Reclassification of 1and - ProCedUIe. ..........uiieiieeiiieeee ettt ee e 56
§82-277.26. Transfer and substitution of land unsuitable for irrigation..........ccceeeveevieecieccieeceenieen. 59
§82-501. State Board authorized to organize conservancy districts - Members of board as directors of
ISt T CES oottt ettt ee e e ettt e eeaeeeetae e e tbeeeeabaeeeabaaeetbeeeeabaeeenaeeetaseenasaeeennraaaaaaaens 59
§82-502. Organization of districts - Petition - NOTICE........evvuiiriiriieieetetececee e 60
§82-503. Hearing on petition - Order for formation of district........cccccevvierviiniiniiiniiniiicceeeeeeee 61
§82-504. Decree to describe district - State Board as directors..........cccoueeeeiieecciiicciieeeeccreeee e, 61
§82-505. State Board to control district - Redress accorded persons injuriously affected................... 61
§82-506. Jurisdiction of courts over creation of diStriCts.......ccceeveeviieriieeiiieriecieeeeee e e 62
§82-507. COSES.ueiiueiitiieeiierieereeeteeeteeeteeeeeesseeetbeeeteeesseessseesseeasseesesebseesbeebeeesseenbeeetaeebsentesebeeesaeenrereeans 62
§82-508. Appeal from organization of district - Collateral attack........cccceeevvervuienieniiiniienciecieeeieeeee 62
§82-509. ACE CUMUIALIVE. ....ueeeeteetie ettt eteeeteete et e e rteeeteeerte e teesebeeetaeease e saeesse e saesssaeseessssaeesensaseennnns 62
§82-510. Partial INValidity.......ceciveeeiieeieeieecteece ettt ettt e ere st eeete e teeebe e seeebeessaeesssesssesnseesseaaenns 63
§82-521. County commissioners - Duties concerning conservation - Cooperation with State Board..63
§82-526.1. Ratification and adoption of COMPACT.........cocvieeiiiieeiiiieeeeeceee e e e e 64
§82-526.2. Notice of approval of COMPACT......cceiciiiiiieiiieieceeece ettt esvae e e savaeeeenes 68
§82-526.3. Approval by Texas and New Mexico - Consent of CONGIess.......cccueecverreerireeeiiveeeeesirneeennnns 69
§82-531. Short title - DEfiNIONS. ....veeiiieiecteecee ettt ettt ete e aee e ere e e aaeebe e aaeebaesaeeenreeenns 69
§82-532. Change of names of boards, commissions, etc. - Transfer of powers and duties to Oklahoma
Planning and RESOUICES BOAIU...........eccueiiiieiieiecieeeee et teete et e ete e teesbeessaesseessaessaessaesnseesseaaenns 70
§82-541. Conservancy Districts - Master Conservancy Districts - Purpose - Board of Directors.......... 70
§82-541.1. Board of directors - Federal CONtracts.........c.ueeecuveeeiiieeeiie ettt e e e e e e e 75
§82-541.2. Organization of master conservancy districtS........ccveeeriieriieniieeieceieeeeree e esee e esae e 76
§82-542. Petition - Signatures - Contents - Transfer by Supreme Court to district court..................... 76

Oklahoma Statutes - Title 82. Waters and Water Rights Page 2



882-543. COUI COSES..uuriiiiiririiiiiiiieeeeeeeeitteeeeeeeareeeeeesirbaeeeeeeesssaeeeesesssaseeeeesssreeeesesssasaeessaaesaeeseesseeenens 78

§82-544. Notice of hearing On PELIION. ....c...iiioviiieieeceeeceeeee et eere e e e eereeeeeaneeentreeeenns 79
§82-545. Hearing on petition - Objections - Declaration of organization - Corporate powers - Appeal -

DECIEE AS fINAI OFUEN ..ottt ee e ee et e e et e e e e be e eebeeeebaeeenssbssasaaaeeaeeennnnnns 79
§82-546. Decree of incorporation filed with Secretary of State.........ccccevveeeviiriiiniieniiiniecee e, 80
§82-547. Irrigation districts - FOrMation......cccooviirviiiniiiiiiinieeiectee ettt e ste e st e sse e s saraaeeean 81
§82-548. Amendment of district boundaries to include other necessary lands - Validation............... 81
§82-549. Amendment of district boundaries to include other necessary lands - Validation............... 82
§82-561. Appointment of directors - Election Of SUCCESSOIS. .....cuuiriieiiiieieecieeeieeieesieesreeseeeeeeveeeeeans 82
§82-562. Board of Directors to Organize - RECOIMS.........cccuirieriiiinieeieenieerieeste et eseeesreesereeesesaveeaennns 84
Lol Y T O 1N o T U o o PN 85
§82-564. Secretary and other employees or staff...........oocviieiieecieceeee e 85
§82-565. Plan of improvements - Inspection - Objections - Hearing - Dissolution in certain cases -

Proceedings CONCEINMING PIAN.......couiiiiiiieeeeecceee ettt et e et eeeeaeeeeetaeeeeaeeeeseeeesseeenssssseeeeeeeennnnes 85
§82-565.1. Dissolution of conservancy distriCts........cccecvieeciiiriieeiiiiiececcieeieecee e ree e e 87
§82-566. Execution of plan - POWErs Of dir€CtOrs. ......ccuivvuieriieiiiienieeeecieee ettt e s evee e e 88
§82-567. Entry upon lands for surveys and eXaminations.........cccecvevvveeriieriieeniennieenieenseeseesseeessnneeeenns 88
§82-568. Protection, reclamation or irrigation of lands - Petition and notice of action....................... 89
§82-569. Contracts - Advertisement - Bond - Waiver of advertisement in emergency - District

DI NG PIOCESS.....ee ettt ettt ettt ee e ee e e e eetaeeeeabe e eessaeeesssseensseeenssseeesseeenssssseseeeeeeeennsnnns 90
§82-570. Dominant right of eminent domMaiN.........cueecuiiiiiiiiiiieeceeeee e 91
§82-571. Condemnation UNder ENEral |aW.......ccccciieiiiriieriiienieeieereeesie ettt eeae e saessre s saessaeesana s 91
§82-571.1. Condemnation for easement purpoSes - DAMAEES. .......ceevveerierrrerneersreenieersreenieeesssneeesnnns 91
§82-572. Regulations to protect works - Enforcement - Penalty..........ccccoeieeieieciiecccieeeeeeeeeeeeeee 92
§82-573. Bridges or other structures - Changes - Notice - Damages - Appeal........cccveeeeecveeeeeceveeenns 92
§82-574. Passing equipment through bridge or grade - Notice to owner..........ccceeeevveeeeevcineeeeeeeeeenn. 93
§82-575. Establishing stream and rain gauges, etc. - Surveys and investigations.........cccccceeevevveeennnns 94
§82-576. Cooperation with federal government or other agencies - Outlets in other states.............. 94
§82-577. LAW BOVEIMING....ecveetieieeteeteetesteetesteestessessessessesseessesssessesseessesssassesssessesssessesssessesssesnssessnsens 95
§82-601. Appraisers - Appointment - Organization - Additional board.............ccceeeiiieieciieeeeeee 95
§82-602. Appraisals, how made - DULIES Of QPPraiSErS.......ccvuvieeveieerreeeeeeeeeteeeereeeeeeeeeereeeeareeeaeeeens 96
§82-603. Lands outside district, appraisement of - Bringing in additional owners...........ccccceeeeuvveennne. 97
§82-604. Hearing on land excluded from or taken into district - NOtiCe.......cccveeveercieeiieeieeceeiieeeeas 97
§82-605. Report of appraisers - CoNteNnts - FiliNG......c.ccoierriiiniieiieiiieneeciesieeceeeie et e eevee e e sveeeesees 98
§82-606. Notice of hearings on apPraisals..........ccccceeeeciereecireeeeeeeeee e 98
§82-607. Hearing 0N apPraiSals.......cccuiicecueeieiieeeeieeeecieeeecteeeste e e teeesre e e sree e eaesssaeesesssnnnssssaesasasaannns 99
§82-608. DECIEE ON APPIAISAIS. ....evveeeereeeeereeeeeeeceteeeeeteeeeeteeeeteeeeaeeeerseeeenseeeeesseseessreeerseeeenssesennneeeens 100
§82-609. APPEAI frOM QWAId......cuveiieeeeeecieeeeeeee ettt ettt eeeare e eeteeeeeareeeenseeeeennnnssaeeeeeeennns 100
§82-610. PaymMeNnt DefOre ENtry.....c.uicuieciieiieeeceeteete ettt e s te e e s ste e b e e s eeaae e e s nraaaeean 101
§82-611. FiliNG ECIEE....uicueeieeieeeeete ettt ettt te s et e s e e te s e e be e s e beessessaessesseessassaansasssennseeans 101
§82-612. Change of official plan - Powers and duties of directors..........ccceeevverviinvenieenniieeesnineeen. 101
§82-613. Appeal not to delay proceedings - Appeal by directors - Waiver by failure to appeal........ 102
§82-614. Lands exempt and later liable t0 aSSESSMENt..........cooveieeieieeiiieeeeeceeeeeeeeree e 102
§82-615. Subsequent appraisals - PrOCEAUIE...........ooocuveeeeeeeceeeecereeeeeee e e eereeeeeareeeeeeeannrreeeeeeeens 103
§82-616. Defects and irregularities, NOW CUFEd.........c..oeieuvieeeiieceieeceee e e e 103
§82-630. Funds, hOW Carried - VOUCKHETS. .........ooiiiiiiiiiieceeeeeeeeeteeee ettt ee e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeeees 104
§82-631. Abandonment of project - Sale of lands and property......c.cccecveeverriirienniinieeneiieeeeeineen. 105
§882-632. Preliminary WOrk, 10aNS fOF........ou ittt e eeearee e e ceessraeeesseesseeseaees 106
882-634. LEVY Of ASSESSMENTS. ....uvvieiieeiirieieeeieitreeeeeeeireeeeeeserreeeeeeessaseeeeesssseeeesessseseeeesesssseseesensnsrnns 107
§82-635. Owners may pay assessments in full - Bonding resolution for unpaid assessments........... 107
§82-636. Bonds - Issuance - Election - Sale of bonds..........cc.oooovieeeiiieciiieeeeceeeeeeecee e 108
§82-636.1. Authority to contract iNdebtednEss.........cuieveieiiiiiiniicieceeeeeee e 111
§82-637. Maintenance assessment - Apportionment - To be additional tax.........cccccevvveeveeriennneennee. 112

Oklahoma Statutes - Title 82. Waters and Water Rights Page 3



§82-638. Petition for readjustment of maintenance assessment - Notice and hearing..................... 112

§82-639. Annual levy of special assessment - Special assessment booK...........ccceeeeeveeeceeeenveeennen.. 113
§82-640. Collection of assessments - Duties of county officers - Delinquents........c.ccceceevveecvennnnenn. 114
§82-641. BONA Of COUNLY trEASUIEN.....ccuviiuieeiietieeieecitee et este st te et esaeste e st e esaeesatesssssaaesnsssaaeens 114
§82-642. Lien of assessments - Correcting irregular assessments - Deeds........c.cevveeveerrivieerecnneeenn. 115
§82-643. Assessment book to be prima facie evidence.........c.coovveeeiiicciiecceeee e 115
§82-644. Duties of municipal officers as to assessments against municipality - Dissolution of district -
Rights Of DONA NOIAEIS........ooceeiieeeeee ettt ee e et e eereeeeaaeeeeestsnnraeaeeeees 116
§82-645. USE Of SUIPIUS FUNS.......eeciiiiiiecteeieciecectee ettt et sve et s e e ae s e e sbessaeesavaessaeesnsaeenns 117
§82-646. Compensation Of OffiCialS........cuieiiiriiiiiiieieeeeeet et re e e s baee s 117
§82-647. Borrowing of MONEY = APPIrOVaAl......cociiriiiriiriiinienieestesiteeseesteesteesaeesseessesssaesssessseessneens 117
§82-648. Necessity and amount of assessments in master conservancy districts........c.ccccuvvveeeennnn. 118
§82-649. Designation of fiscal year - Reports - ACCOUNLING.......ccecveecieeeieeireeeieecreeeeeereeereeeeevaeeen 118
§82-661. Lands in more than one distriCt.........ccceeirrierierienieierieestere ettt 118
§82-662. Jurisdiction of courts as to districts being organized in same territory.......ccceeeevvreennnnenn. 119
§82-663. Union of districts - Petition - NOtiCe - Order......cc..uiieouiiieeiieeeeeeeee ettt e 119
§82-663.1. Union or conversion of drainage districts........ccceceeriirvieiniiniieinienieceeniesse e ese e 121
§82-663.2. Order for union or conversion of drainage district - Rights, remedies, and obligations.. 121
§82-664. Remedy for injury by district - Procedure..........cuecveecieeeieeieeieeeieeeeee e re e 121
§82-665. Subdistricts - AdMINISTration........cccceviriiiriirienieiecteee ettt s sa e es 122
§82-666. Other improvements may come under act - Procedure..........coceeceeeieeneencieeneeeseeeceesnnen. 122
§82-667. Annexation of additional land to a master conservancy district.........ccccceevverrienccivieennnneen. 123
§82-668. Payment of monies due United States from master conservancy districts - Levies and
ASSESSIMIENES. c..veeiteitieeteeitee e et e s te et e st e s teesttesbe e st e e be e s st esbe e bee s baesate s beesaae et e e st e e s b aeeenarbaaeeenraeas 126
§82-669. Suits for or against district - Name - Service of process.........ccceeeeeveeecreeeveeeceeeecnveeeescveeenn. 126
§82-671. Directors may POlICE iStIICE. .....ccouuieeeiieeeiieeeeeeeeree et eere e e e rnnreeeeee s 127
§82-672. Injury to survey marks prohibited - Penalty........c.cccueeiienieiiiiinieceeteeeeeeee e, 127
§82-673. Owners liable for damage to district - REPAIrS......cceevieeciiriieniieeiereeeceeeee e e vree e 127
§82-674. Fraud or other illegal acts of officials - FIN€.....c.ccceeevireereeeeeeeeceeeeeee e 127
§82-675. Officials removed fOr CAUSE......coeviiiiirieriteteectteeteet ettt sttt sba e e s s aba e e s saraaee e 128
§82-676. Performance of duties enforced by Mandamus........cc..ooooveeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeeeeeee e eeeeeenns 128
§82-681. Faulty NOtiCE - HOW COITECLEM. ......oieeeeiieieieeeee ettt et et eeaee e reeeeneeeenneeees 128
§82-682. Questions of validity of districts to be expedited in court........ccccevvervieniiniieniinieceeee, 129
§82-683. Act to be liberally CONSEIUEM. ........ooeiiriieiieeieeteee ettt be e ae e s s e 129
§82-684. Partial iNValidity........cceecveeeeciieeeeeeeeetesee ettt e et s e e ste s e e ae e e e be e aeseeesaesraense e nneens 129
§82-685. Repeals - Certain laws not affected..........coouvieeeiiiieeeee e 129
§82-686. Short forms and abbreViations..........c.cueeeeieriereniereeeeeetere ettt e e s e e ssreeesareeens 130
§82-687. FOrMS and SUZEZESTIONS. ...cuvveeereieeeiieeceeeeeereeeeetreeeeeeeeeteeeeeseeeesaseeessseeensseeeeeeesannsssseeeeeeenns 130
§82-688. EXemMpPtion from taXation......c.cccieeiieeiiieieceeeieeceeete ettt te e ste e tessbeesaae s eeerae e e e nbraaeean 136
§82-688.1. Exemption from payment of sales, use and vehicle excise taxes - Registration of vehicles.
........................................................................................................................................................... 136
§82-861. District created and territory included - Governmental agency and body politic - Powers -
Designation of [and and WaLter..........cueeciieiieeeeeie ettt e te e e s beessaee e e nsaeeeenraaeeeas 136
§82-861A. Grand River Dam Authority - Designation as state agency.......cccceeeeveeeeeeeeecveeeerreeeenneen.. 137
§82-862. Powers, rights and privileges of district........cccocueevieeiieiieniececeeeeeee e e 138
§82-862.1. Grand River Dam Authority - EXEMPLIONS. ......coviiriiiiiienieerieeieesiteeeeesie e eseeesre e sane s 145
§82-862.2. Repealed by Laws 2019, c. 507, § 15, eff. July 1, 2019.....ccccrriicieeeeeecee e, 146
§82-863. Repealed by Laws 1998, c. 391, § 16, eff. Jan. 1, 1999 ceeereeeeeeeeeveeaeeees 146
§82-863.1. Repealed by LaWs 1949, P. 641, 8 7....eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e eeree e e enaneaae e 146
§82-863.2. BOAId Of DIrECLOIS. .....eeeuiiieeiieiieieieetesit et st ste st sie st te st e be s tesstestesseessesanesesssessaesnnsesnn 146
§82-863.3. Joint Legislative Task Force on the Grand River Dam Authority - Members - Travel
PRI DUISEIMENES. ... iiiicieieeeiee et et et e ettt e e te e eeteeeebeeeeesbeeeessaeeesseeeessaeeesssaesasasesssaeesssssaaaaaaens 148
§82-863A. Repealed by Laws 2003, €. 459, 8 13......euiii ettt e ee e e tte e e re e e aaaa e e e 149
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§82-864. Appointment of secretary and other officers - Compensation of officers, agents and

EIMPIOYEES. ...ttt ettt et e ee e eete e eeeaaeeeetaeeeeseeeessseeeessseeesseeeeaeeessneeensseeeenaeeeennsnnnnnaeeens 149
§82-864.1. Retired employees - Payment of health insurance premiums.........ccccceeevveeeeeciieeeecneennn. 150
§82-864.2. Repealed by Laws 2015, C. 169, § 3....oo ettt ettt eete e e ve e e e avaraaaaeeeeeeans 151
§82-865. District funds - Deposit - Official bonds - SUFety.......cccoccieriiinieniieiieeceeeeeee e 151
§82-866. Domicile of district - Accounts and records - Contracts - Annual audit - Filing - Public

(11 01 et o] o FOR U U USRS USSR 151
§82-867. Officers and employees to have no interest in contracts - FiN€.......cccceeeevveeeeiiinveeeeeeeeeenn. 152
§82-868. Board authorized to fix and collect rates and charges - State's power to fix charges not to

IMIPAIT CONTIACES...cc. ittt ee e ee e e e e tte e e e beeeeseeeebaaeesseeaessaeeeeeennssssssaaaaaaeans 152
§82-869. Sources for payment of obligations of district..........ccccevverriiniiiniiiniiiienereceee e, 153

§82-870. Bonds - Authorization to issue - Provisions of resolution and indenture or agreement -
Approval by Attorney General - Registration - Notice of meetings and conference concerning certain

[ooF: | l'o] F=T | K3 U U U ST USRS PRP 154
§82-870.1. Bond antiCipation NOLES.........cccieeiiieiiieciieceeeie ettt sre et eeaeesve e s aeesaeesaressaaessbe s svaeens 158
§82-870.2. Repealed by Laws 2004, C. 524, § O....occueeeeerieeeiee et eeieeeectteeeeteeeeveeeecansssaaaaaaeeens 159
§82-871. BONAS NEGOLIADIE. ......cciieeeeeeeeeceeeeteeee ettt b e e e e ae e e na e e ennaeens 159
§82-872. District to establish rules and regulations concerning labor and materials - Authority to

request aid of United States ENGINEETS. ......ccviciiecieceeeeeeeee ettt e reeere e s reesaee e aaneas 159
§82-873. District authorized to purchase, fund or refund bonds, etc. - Interest rate swaps and other

FINANCIAl INSEIUMENTS. ....oiiceiieceeeee ettt et ee e e et eeeebeeeeaaeeebeeeeesseeeessaesenresennnees 159
§82-874. Mortgage, sale, lease or other disposition of property - Pledge of revenues - Exemption

from forced sale - Section not applicable to certain agreements...........ccccoveeeiiieeciieccee s 160
§82-874.1. Watercraft landing on leased 1and...........cocuevviiriiiniiniiiinieietciecece e 163
§82-874.2. Licenses for real property @nCroaChmMent...........ccouveveevvieeeveeieeeeeereeeeeeee e e eerneeeeeees 163
§82-875. Rights of public - Fees - Rules and regulations - Permits - Attorney General to enforce

compliance - Acquisition for land for park or road PUrPOSES........cc.eeeecuireecieeeiieeeeeeeeeeerrreeeee e 163
§82-876. Bonds exempted from taxation except inheritance taxes - Bonds and securities............... 165
§82-877. Act to constitute only authority for bond issues - Other acts inapplicable......................... 166
§82-878. CONSLIUCHON OF ACt..c.uiiiereieiieieieeieseee ettt e s e s s et e ereeaesseessesssenneas 166
§82-879. Partial INValidity.....c.ccoveeiieeieecie ettt ettt et ere e te e s aeebe e s ae e ssesareebaesnaeeeannneas 166
§82-880. SHOIt tit16....euieeieieeteeetee ettt ettt sttt ettt s s ab e e s abaeees 166
§82-882. Judicial determination by Supreme Court of validity of bonds, contracts and other acts -

N OBIC ettt ettt et eectt e e et e e e ettt eeebae e e tbaeeesbaeeessbea e saaeessaeeessaeasssaeassaesansaeeennsssraaaaaaens 166
§82-887. Waters of Grand River and reservoirs thereon as nonnavigable and waters of State of

OKIANOMA. ...ttt ettt ettt st e st e st e s be e st e st e s st e s be e st e sabaesstesabesenbesssasasrbaeesennras 167
§82-888. Distribution of copies Of FESOIULION.........cccveiieiiieeeieeeeeeeeeceeee e e eeeeeens 168
§82-889. Permits for maintaining docks, wharves, vessels, etc. - Limitation - Rules......................... 168
§82-890. Control of segment of Grand River downstream from Fort Gibson Dam...........ccccceeuvenneen. 168
§82-895. Certain municipal annexations prohibited..........cccceviirviiiiiniieniiceeece e, 168
§82-896.1. Termination of Scenic Rivers Commission - Transfer of rights and authorities to Grand

RIVEE DA AULNOIILY...eviiiiieiiiiee ettt e ettt e e e eeabbee e e e eeabaaeeeeeessaseeeesesrsrseeennnnns 169
§82-896.2. Fees for use of flotation devices UPON SCENIC FIVELS.........cooveeeeveeeecnveeeeeeeereeeeerereeeeees 170
§82-896.3. Powers and duties for purposes of the Scenic RiVErs ACt........cccoevveeeeveeeecveeceieeeeceeenenn. 170
§82-896.4. SOt tItlE...ccveiieiceieecte ettt ettt ettt et e et e e e et e e b e eebeeeaeeeteeetteeeatreaeeearaeeean 171
§82-896.5. Preservation of certain free-flowing streams and rivers - Designation of scenic river areas

........................................................................................................................................................... 171
§82-896.6. Legislative intent - Construction, operation or maintenance of dams or related projects.

........................................................................................................................................................... 172
§82-896.7. Acquisition, development and maintenance of public access, easements and parks -

Eminent domain pronibited...........couvieeieieeee ettt a e 172
§82-896.8. Prohibited containers - Littering - Penalties.........cocvveiiriiiniiiniiiniececeeec e 173
§82-896.9. Property rights of private landOWNETS..........ccoveeiirierieeieereeeceeeeeee et 173
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§82-896.10. Agencies authorized to assist in maintaining and improving water quality - Coordinated

watershed restoration and protection Strat@gY.........coueeeeveeeeieieeeieeeeeeeecee e e 173
§82-896.11. Scenic rivers - Statement Of PUIPOSE........cecviieiiriieeiiecceecte et sre et e s sveeesvaee s 175
§82-896.12. CONSLIUCHON Of ACt.....viiitieeeieirieeieeeieeeteceteeereeeteeeeeesteeeaeeeteessseeessessseensseseeesreeeeensraeeenn 175
§82-896.13. Powers of cities, incorporated towns and counties.........ccccoecvveeeciieccieeecieeecee e, 176
§82-896.14. Authority to provide funds for the Scenic Rivers Act.........cccoeeeciieeciieecceeeceeeeeeee, 176
§82-896.15. VIOIAtiONS.....eccteeeieiiiecieeteeccte ettt et te e te e e saeete e s ae e veessaesbeesseesabeessaeeasaeensraeeennssaaenan 177
§82-896.16. User fEes - LICENSES = FINES......iiiiciiieciieieieeeeitecete e et e esveeseteeesieeessasee s s aesaaaaeeaesssnnns 177
§82-926.1. Renumbered as § 1084.2 of this title by Laws 1993, c. 145, § 361, eff. July 1, 1993........ 179
§82-926.2. Renumbered as § 2-6-102 of Title 27A by Laws 1993, c. 145, § 359, eff. July 1, 1993.....179
§82-926.3. Renumbered as § 2-6-103 of Title 27A by Laws 1993, c. 145, § 359, eff. July 1, 1993.....179
§82-926.4. Renumbered as § 2-6-501 of Title 27A by Laws 1993, c. 145, § 359, eff. July 1, 1993..... 179
§82-926.5. Repealed by Laws 1993, c. 145, § 362, eff. JUly 1, 1993....cmviiieeeeeeeeeeeee e 179
§82-926.6. Renumbered as & 1085.30 of this title by Laws 1993, c. 145, § 361, eff. July 1, 1993......179
§82-926.7. Repealed by Laws 1993, c. 145, § 362, eff. July 1, 1993....ccmriiiereeeeeeeeeee e 179
§82-926.8. Repealed by Laws 1993, c. 145, § 362, eff. July 1, 1993....cemriiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 179
§82-926.9. Renumbered as § 2-3-501 of Title 27A by Laws 1993, c. 145, § 359, eff. July 1, 1993.....179
§82-926.10. Repealed by Laws 1993, c. 145, § 362, eff. July 1, 1993....uuereieeeieeieereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 179
§82-926.11. Repealed by Laws 1993, c. 145, 8§ 362, eff. July 1, 1993......ovrveoereeeieeeeeeceeeeeeeeeenne 179
§82-926.12. Repealed by Laws 1993, c. 145, 8§ 362, eff. July 1, 1993......ooeieomeeeereeeeeeeeceeeeeeeeeeen 179
§82-926.13. Renumbered as § 2-6-104 of Title 27A by Laws 1993, c. 145, § 359, eff. July 1, 1993...179
§82-931. Repealed by Laws 1992, c. 398, § 24, eff. Jan. 1, 1993.....co it 179
§82-932. Repealed by Laws 1992, c. 398, § 24, eff. Jan. 1, 1993.....oo it e e 179
§82-932.1. Repealed by Laws 1992, c. 398, § 24, eff. Jan. 1, 1993.....cceovreriieeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeveenenans 179
§82-932.2. Repealed by Laws 1992, c. 398, § 24, eff. Jan. 1, 1993.......oueveoreieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeveeeeeeeen 179
§82-932.3. Repealed by Laws 1992, c. 398, § 24, eff. Jan. 1, 1993........oveereeeeeeeeereeeeereee e 179
§82-933. Repealed by Laws 1992, c. 398, § 24, eff. Jan. 1, 1993.....oo e 180
§82-934. Repealed by Laws 1992, c. 398, § 24, eff. Jan. 1, 1993.....co it 180
§82-934.1. Renumbered as § 365 of Title 17 by Laws 1991, c. 181, § 12, eff. July 1, 1991................ 180
§82-934.2. Repealed by Laws 1992, c. 398, § 24, eff. Jan. 1, 1993.....cceoeererieeecreeeeeeeerveeeeeeeeveenennns 180
§82-934.3. Repealed by Laws 1992, c. 398, § 24, eff. Jan. 1, 1993.......uuvveoreiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeveeeeeeee 180
§82-935. Repealed by Laws 1992, c. 398, § 24, eff. Jan. 1, 1993.....oocereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeree e 180
§82-936. Repealed by Laws 1992, c. 398, § 24, eff. Jan. 1, 1993.....oocurieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeree e 180
§82-936.1. Repealed by Laws 1992, c. 398, § 24, eff. Jan. 1, 1993........ooroiiiecieeeeeeeeeeeeerreeeeeeen 180
§82-937. Repealed by Laws 1992, c. 398, § 24, eff. Jan. 1, 1993.....ooiieeeieeeeeeeeeetee e e 180
§82-937.1. Repealed by Laws 1992, c. 398, § 24, eff. Jan. 1, 1993.....oceoereeieeecrieeeeeeeteeeeeeeeeeeeneenes 180
§82-937.2. Repealed by Laws 1992, c. 398, § 24, eff. Jan. 1, 1993.......ouvverreiieeeeeeeeeeee e 180
§82-937.4. Repealed by Laws 1992, c. 398, § 24, eff. Jan. 1, 1993........oveereieeeeeereeeeeeeeeevveeeeeeeee 180
§82-937.5. Repealed by Laws 1992, c. 398, § 24, eff. Jan. 1, 1993........oveeriieeeeeeeeeeeee e 180
§82-938. Repealed by Laws 1992, c. 398, § 24, eff. Jan. 1, 1993.....ooiiieeieeeeeeeceeeecree e 180
§82-940. Repealed by Laws 1992, c. 398, § 24, eff. Jan. 1, 1993.....oo et eerree e 180
§82-941. Repealed by Laws 1992, c. 398, § 24, eff. Jan. 1, 1993.....uuriiieoireeeieereeeeceeerreeeeeeeeeveeaeeans 180
§82-942. Repealed by Laws 1992, c. 398, § 24, eff. Jan. 1, 1993.....coeeeeieeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 180
§82-943. Repealed by Laws 1992, c. 398, § 24, eff. Jan. 1, 1993.....oooereeereeeereeeeeeeeeeree e 180
§82-944. Repealed by Laws 1992, c. 398, § 24, eff. Jan. 1, 1993.....oocueieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeree e 180
§82-1020.1. DEFINITIONS. ...ueiicvieerieereeeeeeteeeeeecte et e eeteeeteeeeteeeteeebeesteeeseenseserseessseseseesssessssensaeesseenssneens 180
§82-1020.2. Declaration of policy - Applicability.......cccoeciiriiirnieniiiiiiniecterececeecree e 181
§82-1020.2A. Taking and use of water from aquifers - Permits..........ccoeeeveervierneeniiennieniienceeneennen. 185
§82-1020.3. Domestic use - Spacing of wells and Waste........cceccveeieeciirieeceecieeceecee e 186
§82-1020.4. Hydrologic surveys and inVESHIZatioNns. ........eeeevieeereieeceeeeeeeeceree e et e eeveeeenrneeeee s 186
§82-1020.5. Determination of maximum annual yield........cccccooiirviieiiiniieniecieccreceecee e 186
§82-1020.6. Hearings on annUal Yield.........c.coeiieiiiiiiniieiienieeciteeieesie et ssteeseeesveesee e s ssaaeeeessnseaaeeas 187
§82-1020.7. Application for permit to take and use groundwater...........ccocceervierveiniieeinnieeeeniieeeenn. 188
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§82-1020.8. Decree - Contents - Copies to e filed........cc.ueeveveeeeeiiieeiceeeeceeceee e 188

§82-1020.9. Approval of apPlICATION. .....cc.veiiereieceeeeree ettt e ee e eeaneaae e 189
§82-1020.9A. Sensitive sole source groundwater basins or subbasins - Moratorium on issuance of

CErtaiN tEMPOIArY PEIMIES. ..c.uviiieiiee ettt eeete e et e et eeeetaeeeetbeeessseeeeasseeensaeeesseeessssaaaaaennn 191
§82-1020.9B. Moratorium on municipalities and other political subdivisions - Prohibition of contract

or agreement for use of groundwater from sensitive sole source groundwater basin.................... 192
§82-1020.9C. Moratorium on actions related to operation of mines that may affect sensitive sole

source groundwater basin or SUDDASINS. ........cc.eieoiiiieirieeeeee ettt e eeeeeeananraee s 192
§82-1020.10. Temporary or special permits - Limited quantity groundwater permits...................... 194
§82-1020.11. TYPES Of PEIMILS = FEES..ccuuiieieeiierieeciteeieerteete et este e bt esteebeestessseessaesseesssaassssssaaeeas 194
§82-1020.11a. Repealed by Laws 2011, c. 215, § 3, eff. Nov. 1, 2011......oooeriiieiiieeieeeeeeeeeeeeeee, 196
§82-1020.12. RePOIt Of WatEr USEM......ccuvieieeiiicieeiiecre ettt eae et eerreeeteesbeeesaessasessessbaaeesnnneeas 196
§82-1020.13. SUITENAEI Of PEIMILS....eeiieieeieeieieeteeeeeeeecetee ettt et e eereeeeraeeeensneeeeensssnneseeeeeeennnns 196
§82-1020.14. Prior USE Of SrOUNAWALE..........eeeeieieeeieiecereecetee et e eeeeeeereeeeareeenteeeeesseeeennnseeeeeeeeenns 197
§82-1020.15. Waste prohibited - ENfOrcement...........ooveeuieeieeiiicieceecieceesee et e e evaee s 197
§82-1020.16. Commercial drilling or plugging license - Inspections - Deposit of fees - Penalties....198
§82-1020.17. SPACING FUIES......eceeeeteeieeeeteeeerteetesee e eeresteese s e e sessaessesseessesssessesssesseessessaessseessnseens 201
§82-1020.18. LOCALION EXCEPLIONS. .. eecuviereeereeereieieeereeereesteeeeeesreessreeseessseesseesssesssessaeesesssesesesssesenns 202
§82-1020.19. MELeriNg Of WEIIS.....c.viiriieeeeeeeete ettt ettt e re e re e et e e e e e aeebr e e e e asaeeas 202
§82-1020.20. Unitizing and communitizing of land for water production purposes............cccuueuu..... 202
§82-1020.21. Wells Within MUNICIPAIIEIES. ...cveevveereeciieeecteeeeceeteceee ettt e re e reebeeeaaeeas 202
§82-1020.22. ViIOIAtiONS.....cvieereierieetieerieeteeeiteeeteeeiteeeteeeseeeseeesseesseeesssenseessseeseessseessessseennssesesesreeeenn 203
§82-1020.23. Taking and using marginal water to augment water supply......ccccoecvevvviervenreeennrneenn. 203
§82-1021.1. Short title - Groundwater Irrigation DiStrict ACt.......ccovuerrieriieriiiniierierieeeeeireee e 204
§82-1021.2. DEfINITIONS. .. .iiriieriieeiiirteeiteeeteerte ettt ettt et s b et e st e s bt esabeesseesabeesseesatessaesssesnsaeens 204
§82-1021.3. Petition to organize a groundwater irrigation district - Composition of districts.......... 204
§82-1021.4. CoNtent Of PELIEION.....ceiiueeieieeieetieeeeete ettt et et e e re e e b e e e e baeeeabaeseraeesasaeenns 204
§82-1021.5. Receipt of petition - Verification - Approval of petition.........ccccceeeiirveinvienvennieeeienn. 205
§82-1021.6. Bylaws — Minimum reqUIr€mMENES.......cccerreerrieenieriieinieniesseesieeseesssessseessessseessessnees 206
§82-1021.7. Promulgation Of FUIES........cccverueriereeieceeteseetee e e et steseeeseeseessesaessessesssseesnsessnseennns 206
§82-1084.1. Waters of state - PUDIIC POLICY.......oiiueieeeieceeeeetee et et ee e 206
§82-1084.2. DefiNItIONS. ...cueeieiirieiirtereete ettt ettt et sae et sat et st e be st e be s besba e bessaensennsaeens 207
§82-1085.1. Creation - Status - Membership and tenure - Meetings - Removal - Vacancies - Oath -

OF RIS ettt ettt e et e ee e e e e bt e e e tbe e e tsaeeeabeseessae e ssaasssaeeessaaeansaaeestaeeeannssssssaaaaaaans 207
§82-1085.2. Authority of Oklahoma Water Resources Board...........coceeeviervieeniienniienieeeesnieeeessnneeenns 209
§82-1085.2A. TEMPOIrary EMPIOYEES........uveeeieieeeerieeeieeeeiteeeereeecreeesteeeesereeesreeessseeesssseesnssssaesasaaanns 212
§82-1085.3. State to be divided into Water diStriCts.........covveevieerieerieeieeeeceeee e 212
§82-1085.4. FiXing Of fEE5 = SCREAUIE........oieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt eeeaae e e e e e e e eeeenn 213
§82-1085.5. ACCOUNE DOOK.......ccivieereiiriietieeteceteeete et eeteeeteeeteeeteeeaeseeseeesesenbeeesseebeeesseeseessseeeennraneean 213
§82-1085.6. Repealed by Laws 1998, c. 364, § 38, emerg. eff. June 8, 1998.........ccovveeevreecveeeennnnn. 213
§82-1085.7. Oklahoma Water Resources Board Fee Revolving Fund..........ccceceeviervienniennienneennnnnen. 213
§82-1085.7A. Community Water Infrastructure Development Revolving Fund...........ccceeevveennneenn. 213
§82-1085.7B. OWRB REVOIVING FUNG.......oeeeiiiiiieiietiecieccteeie et e e eteesae e e e s aeesae s nba e e e e nsneeas 214
§82-1085.7C. Phase Il Arbuckle-Simpson Hydrology Study Revolving Fund.........ccccccccoeevnvvvrenenenn. 214
§82-1085.8. Oklahoma Water Resources Board annual report..........ccceceeevieeceenciieneencieeseesceeeeevens 215
§82-1085.9. PENAIHIES. .....ecoveerieeteeereeeee ettt eeteeeteeeteeesteeeteeeebeeetaeebeeesseeassensseesseeseeesseenseesnseeseens 215
§82-1085.10. Procedures and apPEalS.........cceceecuereerieeeerieetereeteseesteseesaeseessesssesesaesseessenseesenseens 215
§82-1085.11. Compilation, indexing and publishing of data........c.cccecevrieriiiniienniiniecieeee, 216
§82-1085.12. Executive Director - Qualifications - Powers and dUti€s..........ccuveeeeveevereeeiesinvevvnenennns 216
§82-1085.12a. Executive Director of the Oklahoma Water Resources Board; absence or vacancy...217
§82-1085.13. SPECIAl COUNSEL....uvieurerieeieetecieeteetee ettt ettt et reeeae s e e sbe e s e beesaesbaensenseensanseenn 217
§82-1085.14. Continuing study of water laws - Recommendations and proposals............cccceeuvveen.. 217
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Oklahoma Statutes - Title 82. Waters and Water Rights Page 7



§82-1085.16. SAVINGS ClAUSE....eeeuiiieeieeieeiereteieeteteeteste st e s e st e saesste s e et esseessesseesseensesseessseessnsessnseesns 218
§82-1085.17. State POIICY = PUIPOSE. ....uvveeeteeeceree et ettt et eeaeeeeeaeeeeeaeeeeeraeeeeseseesseeenannsssseeeeeeenns 218
§82-1085.18. Commission created - Status - Membership - EXPENSES.......c.cocverieeriieniieeneeeieeneeene 219
§82-1085.19. Meetings - Quorum - Record of proceedings........c.ccecueeeveerieerieeniierneenieeeesieeeessnveeenns 219
§82-1085.20. Review of proposed projects or plans - Storage of surplus water.........cccceeevveeennnnenn. 220
§82-1085.21. Agreements with federal agencies - Cost of reimbursement.........cccccovevveenviiernnnneen. 220
§82-1085.22. Sale, transfer or lease of storage facilities........c.cccvveevieeeieeciecieeeeeeeeeeeee e, 221
§82-1085.23. Water Conservation Storage Fund - Investment certificates.........cccoveeevvreevvreeennnnnnnn. 221
§82-1085.24. Purchase of certificates by State TreaSUrer........cocuevvueeeieeieecieeieetecreecee e 222
§82-1085.25. Examination of proceedings by Attorney General - Incontestability.........c.ccccceeeuuneennn. 223
§82-1085.26. Execution of certificates and contracts - AUits.........cceeeeeveieeciiieiiieccce e, 224
§82-1085.27. LELAI SEIVICES....cveeurereeiereeeieeeerteetesteetesteetesseessesseesesseessesssessesssessesssessesssessssessnseesns 224
§82-1085.28. Contracts with Secretary of Agriculture for repayment of water storage costs........... 224
§82-1085.29. Federal Clean Water Act Program - Official state agency.......cceeeeeeeeeveeeecinveeeeeeeeeenn. 224
§82-1085.30. Classification of water uses - Oklahoma Water Quality Standards...........ccccveeeeunneenn.. 225
§82-1085.30a. Water SLANAAIAS........ccoviiereeereeeieicrecetee et eereeereesteeereesteeebeeeseeebeeesseesseensseenseensessnseeas 227
§82-1085.31. PUDIIC POIICY...ceviiieeiieieeteeteeeesteetesteste e te e eteste et e s e et esseessesssessesssessessssessnssessnseennns 227
§82-1085.32. DEFINITIONS. ...ueeveeeierieierteeiereeste st erteste e et essestesseessesseessesseessesseessesssessesssessesssessesssseens 228
§82-1085.33. Water RESOUICES FUNG......cceiriiruieierieieeiereeteseeteeeeie st eeeseeseestesaessaessesssesnsessnseesas 228
§82-1085.34. UNIQWFUI CES.....eiitirietieieeiieierterieet ettt ettt ettt et eat et st e saeesaeesbaesnseesasaesns 230
§82-1085.35. Investment certificates - PUrChase - Sale..........oeeevvieeeveeceiieeeeeceee e 230
§82-1085.36. Loans to political subdivisions and other eligible entities - Rate of interest - Security -
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§82-1085.37. Certification of investment certificate proceedings and sale........cccccoceeveeeuvieennnnen. 231
§82-1085.38. Assumption of obligations of Water Conservation Storage Commission..................... 232
§82-1085.39. Grants - Grant account - Rules and regulations - Disposition of investment income -

LEEAI COUNSEL. ...ttt ee e e et e e e ae e eebaeeeetae e e sseeeesseeeesseeessseennsaseenssnssaaaaeeens 232
§82-1085.40. Statewide Water Development Revolving Fund - Creation - Status - Uses and purposes -

INVESTMENT. ... et r et et et et eeeeeeesesesssssssssssssssssssserataessessnssseeesessnnnnasen 233
§82-1085.41. Investment certificates - Security and collateral...........ccooooeeeeiiiicciie e, 235
§82-1085.42. Judical review - Jurisdiction - Notice and hearing.........cccoecveeeveeeeeiieeieee e, 235
§82-1085.43. Application of subsection 1085.33 10 1085.42........ccuveeeeeeeeereeeereeeeieeeeereeeeerrreeeeeens 236
§82-1085.44. Monies appropriated to Statewide Water Development Revolving Fund - Use as

SECUNLY AN COMIAEIAL......eeieeieeeeee ettt et e e et e e e aae e e abaeeeabaeeensassaaaaaaeas 236
§82-1085.45. Compliance with Central PUrchasing act.......ccccceeverveeriennieenienieeseenieeseessieeeessineens 237
§82-1085.47. Investment certificates - Issuance - Consideration of needs of certain entities........... 237
§82-1085.48. Contingent effectiveness of Section 1085.44..........cccueeeeiieecieeeiieeeciee e ccvvreeeee e 237
§82-1085.49. Investment certificates - Acquisition by brokers or dealers..........cccoevveeeeeeevinreeeeeeeenn. 237
§82-1085.50. Additional powers and duties of the Oklahoma Water Resources Board.................... 238
§82-1085.51. LegiSIativVe INTENT.....cc.ecieieeieeeeeeeeee ettt et et e e s re e e beenbeeensaeens 239
§82-1085.52. DEFINILIONS. ...cccuieerieciiieteeeieecteectee et eeteeeteesteeeae e teeebeeeseesebaeessessseesssessseensessnseenseesnnsenas 239
§82-1085.53. Creation of account - Composition - Purpose - Investment..........cccceceveeeecccvineeeeennn. 241
§82-1085.54. USES Of FUNS.....ccveiiieeieiirteriertereestesteetestee e ee e e ste et essesssestestesaesssesaessssessssessssessnssesns 242
§82-1085.55. Powers and duties of Board - Cost-effective analyses............coovueeeeerereevveeccneveeeeeeeenn. 243
§82-1085.56. Rules - MinimumM reqUIr€MENTES. .......c.eerveerieirieeiieerteeireeseeeireeseeesressseessessseessseessssaees 244
§82-1085.57. Management of funds - Investment certificates........c.coccvevviervienviiniienieeeeeieeeeeieeen, 245
§82-1085.58. Evaluation of wastewater projects - Financial review - Recommendation of Board -

Approval or rejection of loan application - Disbursement of funds - Payment of loans................... 246
§82-1085.59. Investment certificates - Review and approval of iSSUaNCe.......ccceeeevveeeveeeereeeenneen. 247
§82-1085.60. ANNUAl QUAIL....c..eeoiiriiiirieeeteeeetee ettt ettt ettt e b ebesaeessesaeens 247
§82-1085.61. Default - Collection actions by Attorney General..........cccoecveeeeeeieniieniieeeeiieeeeeveeenn. 248
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§82-1085.75. Powers and duties of DEPartMENt.......cc..ecceveeeeiueeeeireieeieeeeeeeeeeree e e eetreeeereeeeneeee e 255
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§82-1085.78. Repealed by Laws 1997, c. 186, § 8, emerg. eff. May 15, 1997......cocvvieecireecvrreeeennnn. 257
§82-1085.79. Application of Oklahoma Bond Oversight and Reform Act.........cccceeeveeieeeccnnineeenenn. 257
§82-1085.80. ANNUAI QUdIL....ccvviiiieerieeiieeeecieete ettt e e e te e e e e ae e beesbe s beesabeesaessseensaennnens 257
§82-1085.81. Default in PaAYMENTS.......ocoevieeereeeeeeeeeree et ettt et e et eeeaeeeeeaneeeeaneeeeneeeernneeeeees 257
§82-1085.82. Joint operating agreement between Department and Board..........ccccccveevveecivieenennnenn. 258
§82-1085.83. Annual intended use plan and biennial report.........ccceeveervieinienienniieniecceeeeeecieeen, 258
§82-1085.84. Repealed by Laws 1997, c. 186, § 8, emerg. eff. May 15, 1997......coevvieecrieecvrreeeennnn. 259
§82-1085.84A. Drinking Water Treatment Loan Administrative Fund..........cccccovvvevviiniiennennnienneennee. 259
§82-1085.91. LegisSIative INENTL......cc.vieeieeeeeeece ettt re e ste e s ae e e s ae e ere e e aeeba e e e ananeas 260
§82-1085.92. DEfiNItIONS. ...cccieeiiieiieeiiecitecteeete ettt ste e ee et e e eesbe e teesbeessaeesse e saesssasnsaesnsesnseesnnseens 260
§82-1085.93. Flood Hazard Mitigation Account - Source, use and investment of monies................ 260
§82-1085.94. Powers and duties of Water Resources Board.............ccoocueeeeevieeeciieccieeceieeeeiee e 262
§82-1085.95. Use of loans and grants in conjunction with other financial assistance - Subagreements
WiIth OWNErS Of PriVate PrOPEITY...ccci ittt eeerre e e eeebree e e e eearareeeeeeeeeessessreenreees 263
§82-1085.96. Use of monies for security and collateral for investment certificates.......cccueeeeuueeen.... 263
§82-1086.1. Policy of state as to use of surplus and excess water - State water plan.........cc........... 263
§82-1086.2. Powers of Oklahoma Water Resources Board...........c..eoeveeeeeveeeeceeeeeinieecereececvveeeeeeeeenn. 265
§82-1086.3. Transaction of certain business for profit by members prohibited.........c.ccccecuveerennnen.n. 266
§82-1086.4. OPEN MEELINGS. .. eicveereerietereeiteetesteetesteestesseessesseessesssessesssessesssassesssessesssesseessesssessessseens 266
§82-1086.5. Existing rights UnimpPaired.........ccceecveeeeiirieieeeeseeteeetee et ee e e s neeesnneeeee 266
§82-1086.6. Grand River Dam AUuthority - EXEMPLION........viieireeeeeieceeeceeee et e e 267
§82-1087.1. SNOIE TItlE.....eieeieeieeeeeeeeeee ettt et te et e e e e te e ree e veesaaesabe e sssaaeennssaaeean 267
§82-1087.2. DEFINITIONS. ....eiivieeteiereeeteeete ettt et e eteeeteeerteeeseeebeeeseeeseesseeesseenseeerseenssessssensseesssensseeeas 267
§82-1087.3. POWEIS Of BOAIU......cccviieurierieetieetiecteecteeeteeecteeeteeereesteeeseesseseseenseesseesssessssenssessseenssneens 268
§82-1087.4. Continued conduct of research and development activities.........ccoveevveriiinveeneennneen. 269
§82-1087.5. HEAINNES. ...ccveveeeeetereerieetesteetesteetesseestesseessesseessesssassesssassesssesseessessesssesssessesssesssseessssesns 269
§82-1087.6. Grants, appropriations, gifts, donations and bequests - Weather Modification Revolving
FUNG. ettt ettt e et e e bt e et e e bt e ebe e beesase e saaessaessaeesseensaeessaensaeassaanseeasseasaesssasnseenssennsens 269
§82-1087.7. Necessity for licenses and Permits........cccccveecieriieeiieniieeieesieeseesresseesee e eevreeeeevveeeens 270
§82-1087.8. EXEIMPLIONS. ...ueicteeieiteeieiteetesteeteseestesteessesseessesssessesssessesssessesssessasssassaesssesessesanssessnsesanns 270
§82-1087.9. ISSUANCE Of [ICENSES. ....eveeeiiieeeiiieeieeetee et eete e e te e e e teeeetae e e bae e e ssaeeessaeeensaseenssseesseens 270
§82-1087.10. ISSUANCE Of PEIMILS....cciviiitiieciieeieeieeceeeteerteecteeeteesereeeseesseesseessseessaessseesessnseeseesssaeeas 271
§82-1087.11. Separate permits - Notice of iNntentioN........cocuvvieiieeciiieei e 271
§82-1087.12. Contents of notice of INtENTION.......cc.eiciiiiieieceeececece e 272
§82-1087.13. Publication of notice of iINtENTION. .......cc.eeieiiieeiiieceeeeeeeee e 272
§82-1087.14. Proof of financial responsibility........ccccceeeiiiiiiiniiniiiiiiceeteeece e 272
§82-1087.15. PEIMIL fEES....ueiiieeeiieetiecteeecteeetee et et e ete et e eveeeteeebe e teeeteesseeesbaebeesaseesssesasseseeessnsseeas 273
§82-1087.16. RECOIrdS and FEPOIES...c..uvieeeiieieieeeiee e ee e e cre e e te e e aa e e staeesseseeessaeessseeessneesnsaaeens 273
§82-1087.17. Monitoring by United States GOVErNMENT.........c.cccveeeeecieenieerreeiee e eeee e eeereeeeevaees 273
§82-1087.18. Revocation or suspension of licenses or permits - Modification of permits................ 274
§82-1087.19. Certain liabilities not imposed or rights affected..........cccoeveevieniiiniiiniii e, 274
§82-1087.20. PENAIIES....ccouvierieteeereeeee ettt ettt et ee e e esaeeeteeeveeeteeebeeesseeassensaeesseeseeerseenseesnreenseeas 274
§82-1087.21. Repealed by Laws 2015, c. 119, § 1, eff. NoOV. 1, 2015....cccuiiieciieeiieecee e, 274
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§82-1087.22. Repealed by Laws 2015, c. 119, 8§ 1, eff. NOV. 1, 2015.....ccovrieeeriieeeecereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenn 274

§82-1087.23. Repealed by Laws 2015, c. 119, § 1, eff. NOV. 1, 2015.....cccuviieerreeerieeereeeeeerrvreeeeeeenn 274
§82-1087.24. Repealed by Laws 2015, c. 119, § 1, eff. NOV. 1, 2015....cccuviieerieerieeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen. 274
§82-1087.25. Repealed by Laws 2015, c. 119, § 1, eff. NoOV. 1, 2015....cccuviieiiieciieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e, 275
§82-1087.26. Repealed by Laws 2015, c. 119, § 1, eff. NoOV. 1, 2015....cccuiiieiieeiieeeee e, 275
§82-1087.27. Repealed by Laws 2015, c. 119, § 1, eff. NOV. 1, 2015......uvvviieevireeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeens 275
§82-1087.28. Repealed by Laws 2015, c. 119, 8§ 1, eff. NOV. 1, 2015.....ccouviieeerieeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenn 275
§82-1087.29. Repealed by Laws 2015, c. 119, § 1, eff. NOV. 1, 2015.......ooiiieevieeirecieeceeeeiree e 275
§82-1087.30. Repealed by Laws 2015, c. 119, § 1, eff. NOV. 1, 2015....cccuviieerieerieeereeeeeeereeeeeeeen. 275
§82-1087.31. Repealed by Laws 2015, c. 119, § 1, eff. NoOV. 1, 2015....cccuviieiiieeiieeeeeeeeceeeeee e 275
§82-1087.32. Repealed by Laws 2015, c. 119, § 1, eff. NOV. 1, 2015....cccuviieiieeiieecee e, 275
§82-1087.33. Repealed by Laws 2015, c. 119, § 1, eff. NOV. 1, 2015......uvveiieeiereeieeeeeereeeeeeeeeeveveeeeens 275
§82-1088.1. Renumbered as § 1088.13 of this title by Laws 2012, c. 274, § 5, eff. Nov. 1, 2012....... 275
§82-1088.11. Water fOr 2000 ACL.......cccvveeereeeiieeiieeeieecieeeteeieesteerteesteessseesseesssaesssessseesssesssesssaesssessens 275
§82-1088.12. PUDIIC POIICY....cvieiieriereetieteeeeeteeeeete et et e testeestesteebe s e et eeseesseessessesssesseesnsasasseesnsesenns 275
§82-1088.13. Oklahoma Water Conservation Grant Program - Pilot programs - Goals and objectives -
PUIPOSE = AWAIS. ... .eiieeiieeeiiee et e tte e et e e eete e e s teeeetee e e taeeesasseesassseesssseessaaaassssaasssesasnnssssssaaaaasanns 275
§82-1088.14. Water for 2060 AdViSOry COUNCIl........ccccueieiiieeeie ettt erre e e e e 276
882-1101. DEfiNIIONS.....uiiieiiiiciie ettt e e te e e ete e et e e e teeesvseeeseee e sseeesnsaeeassaeessseesnnsneaaaeens 278
§82-1102. Creation of authority - Joint authorities - Status - Dissolution - Limitation on obligations.
........................................................................................................................................................... 278
§82-1103. Board of directors - Appointment and tenure - Qualifications - Vacancies - Removal -
Officers - COMPENSATION........uiiieiiieeciee ettt te e e ere e e e e e ebee e e taeeesasaesessasesssasasnsssaassaesnsssaeeens 279
§82-1104. EMPIOYEES....c.uvieteieieeteeecteeeteeecteeeeeeiteesttesste e baesseesseesasaesssessssessaessseesseeassaessesssaessennssseens 280
§82-1105. Area Of JUIISAICHON. ......eeeieeiieeeecie ettt ettt e e e te e aeebeebeeeseeseesbeesaessseensaennsens 281
§82-1105.1. Regulation of vehicles within area of jurisdiction - Rules - Enforcement....................... 281
§82-1106. POrt aULNOIILY - POWELS. ......coouiiieeieeieettecieeteteet ettt te et reesae e e sseeaesseeaessaesessaensesnseenn 282
§82-1107. Plan for future development, construction and improvement..........cccoeceeevveeercvreeeecnnnenn. 284
§82-1108. Modification, amendment or extension of plan.........cccueeecieieiiieeccieccceeee e, 285
§82-1109. Conclusiveness and validity of plan..........c.oooiiieeiiieceeeee e 285
§82-1110. Participation Of Private ENtEIPriSE......ccucveiieeeeeeeee ettt e eeerrre e e eeeeareeeeeeeassnnnnes 285
§82-1111. ProhibitioNS......ccciiciieiie ettt ettt ettt e e e e te e aa e e ae e baeebe e baeebeebeesnbaeraeeennnnens 285
882-T102. BidS.ueeieiueieeeirieeeiieeeieeeectee ettt ee e e eeetee e e taeeeeabeeeeaaeeeasba e e abeeeeabaeeebeeeebaeeeetaaeetreeeersaeeennaeens 286
§82-1113. Budget - Disposition of rents and Charges..........cuevieecieirienieenieciecceeeeese e e veees 287
§82-1114. Bond of secretary - Deposit of funds - Disbursements..........ccceeeeeveeriensienneenneeneeeesnen. 287
§82-1121. Authorization for port authority to borrow money and issue bonds...........cccccuveeeuveeennn. 288
§82-1122. Terms, maturities, form, etC. Of DONAS.......oovviveueviiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e eeeeeeeeeeeeeees 288
§82-1123. Bonds issued pursuant to loan or purchase agreement with United States Government.
........................................................................................................................................................... 288
§82-1124. Exemption from taxation - One bond issue for more than one project or facility - Payment
FromM COMDINEA FEVENUES........eeiieeeeeeee ettt te e et e e e te e eetae e s bae e s sbeeeesaaaessbaeeeseennnssssens 289
§82-1125. RefUNAING DONS.....ccueieiieeeeieeeeteetetee ettt st et e st e ae s e e sae s seseesseseessansseesnsennns 289
§82-1126. Bonds as special obligation of port authority concerned..........ccceeveecveeviieceeccieeceeeeenn. 290
§82-1127. Powers of board of directors in connection with payment of principal and interest........ 290
§82-1128. Agreements or contracts with United States.......cccevveeeiiicieciieciiceececteeee e, 292
§82-1129. Segregation and use of proceeds from bond sales - Construction contracts.................... 292
§82-1130. Approval of bonds by Attorney General - Incontestablility..........cccceceevviinvierniennenneennnen. 292
§82-1131. Lawful securities for iNVESEMENTS.........cccuiieeiiieeeeeeeeee e e e e e e e 293
§82-1132. Interim notes and conditions Of ISSUE........ccueecuiieiiieiieeieceeee et eeee e e e e eevaee e 293
§82-1133. Public bids for Bonds SOId.........cccueieiieiiiecieceece ettt e eaeesbe e s e raae s 293
§82-1134. Trustees - Oath of office - Fidelity bond..........ccociiriiiiiieieececeeceeeee e, 294
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§82-1136. Limitation on liability of trustee or beneficiary..........ccocevviieviniiiniiniiiieceeccceee, 294
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§82-1324.2. DEfiNITIONS. ..ccuieieiieieieetertete ettt ettt ettt et et et st e b st e b s besbe e besbe e s e e abaeens 313
§82-1324.3. Purpose of districts - Organization..........ccecvueeeieriienienieeeeecre et 315
§82-1324.4. Petition for incorporation of petition - Contents.........ccocveviirveeniienneinienceceeceeceeen, 315
§82-1324.5. Notice of filing and pendency of petition - Public hearing - Notice of hearing.............. 316
§82-1324.6. Duties of board of commissioners at hearing - Declaration of incorporation................ 316
§82-1324.7. Board Of dir€CtOrs - BYIAWS. ......coveiiiiriiieeeeeeeeeeeee ettt e ee s eeannneeeee s 317
§82-1324.8. Filing of water purchase CONracts.........cooviieeeeeeeieeeereeeeee et eeeare e eeanae e 318
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WALEE FEE. .ttt e e et e et e e e e beeeebaee e bbaeeesbeeeessaaeebasaeassaeeassaeeenbasaaeeeeeeennsraaaaes 318
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§82-1324.14. Notice of filing of annexation petition.........cccceeeiieiieeieciecececeeeee e 323
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§82-1324.20. Dissolution of district - Disposition of facilities and property........ccceceeevercerceennnennnen. 327
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§82-1B. Moratorium on sale or exportation of surface water and/or
groundwater.

A. 1In order to provide for the conservation, preservation,
protection and optimum development and utilization of surface water
and groundwater within Oklahoma, the Legislature hereby establishes a
moratorium on the sale or exportation of surface water and/or
groundwater outside this state pursuant to the provisions of this
section. Unless otherwise repealed or revoked by the Oklahoma
Legislature, the moratorium shall be in effect for a five-year period
beginning on the effective date of this act or until such time as the
State of Oklahoma conducts and completes a comprehensive scientific
hydrological study of the water resources of this state.

B. Subject to the moratorium set by subsection A of this
section, no state agency, authority, board, commission, committee,
department, trust or other instrumentality of this state or political
subdivision thereof, nor elected or appointed officer, member of any
governing body or other person designated to act for an agency or on
behalf of the state, or a political subdivision thereof shall
contract for the sale or exportation of surface water or groundwater
outside the state, or sell or export surface water or groundwater
outside the state without the consent of the Oklahoma Legislature
specifically authorizing such sale or export of water.

C. Nothing in this section shall be construed as affecting or
intending to affect:

1. Any contract for the sale or exportation of surface water or
groundwater outside the state executed prior to the effective date of
this act which has received legislative approval or was executed
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pursuant to law, provided such sale or exportation of surface water
or groundwater does not exceed eight million (8,000,000) gallons of
water per month; or

2. Water contained in agricultural crops, animal and dairy
products, beverages, or processed or manufactured products or to
products transported in cans, bottles, packages, kegs, or barrels.
Added by Laws 2002, c. 485, § 1, emerg. eff. June 6, 2002. Amended
by Laws 2004, c. 392, § 1, eff. Nov. 1, 2004.

§82-1C. Repealed by Laws 2007, c. 93, § 16, eff. Nov. 1, 2007.

§82-1D. Oklahoma River - Designation of portion of North Canadian
River.

A seven-mile section of the North Canadian River, between
Meridian Avenue and Eastern Avenue in Oklahoma City, shall be
designated as the Oklahoma River for economic development purposes.
The Oklahoma Centennial Commission shall cause suitable markers to be
placed along the seven-mile section of the river identifying the
river as the “Oklahoma River”.

Added by Laws 2004, c. 112, § 1, emerg. eff. April 15, 2004.

§82-1E. Protection of water - Preemption by Legislature.
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the protection of the
waters of the state as defined in Title 82 of the Oklahoma Statutes
is declared to be a compelling state interest subject only to
legislative authority and the regulatory authority granted by the
Legislature to any state agency assigned with the responsibility
within its respective areas of jurisdiction as set forth in Section
1-1-202 of Title 27A of the Oklahoma Statutes.
Added by Laws 2016, c. 310, § 1, eff. Nov. 1, 2016.

§82-105.1. Definitions.

As used in Sections 105.2 through 105.32 of this title:

1. "Definite stream" means a watercourse in a definite, natural
channel, with defined beds and banks, originating from a definite
source or sources of supply. The stream may flow intermittently or
at irregular intervals if that is characteristic of the sources of
supply in the area;

2. "Domestic use" means the use of water by a natural individual
or by a family or household for household purposes, for farm and
domestic animals up to the normal grazing capacity of the land and
for the irrigation of land not exceeding a total of three (3) acres
in area for the growing of gardens, orchards and lawns, and for such
other purposes, specified by Board rules, for which de minimis
amounts are used;

3. "Regular permit" means a permit granted by the Oklahoma Water
Resources Board authorizing the holder to appropriate water on a
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year-round basis in an amount and from a source approved by the
Board;

4. "Seasonal permit" means a permit granted by the Board
authorizing the holder of such permit to divert available water for
specified time periods during the calendar year;

5. "Temporary permit" means a permit granted by the Board
authorizing the appropriation of water in an amount and from a source
approved by the Board which does not exceed a time period of three
(3) months, which does not vest in the holder any permanent right and
which may be canceled by the Board in accordance with its terms;

6. "Term permit" means a permit granted by the Board authorizing
the appropriation of water in an amount and from a source approved by
the Board for a term of years which does not vest the holder with any
permanent right and which expires upon expiration of the term of the
permit; and

7. "Provisional temporary permit" means a nonrenewable permit
which may be summarily granted upon administrative approval by the
Board and which authorizes an appropriation of water in an amount and
from a source approved by the Board. A provisional temporary permit
shall not authorize an appropriation for a period of time exceeding
ninety (90) days, shall not vest in the holder any permanent water
right and shall be subject to cancellation by the Board at any time
within its term in accordance with its provisions.

Added by Laws 1972, c. 256, § 1. Amended by Laws 1981, c. 35, § 1,
emerg. eff. April 8, 1981; Laws 1995, c. 112, § 1, eff. Nov. 1, 1995.

§82-105.1A. Purpose of law - Legislative intent.

It is the intent of the Oklahoma Legislature that the purpose of
Section 105.1 through Section 105.32 of this title is to provide for
stability and certainty in water rights by replacing the incompatible
dual systems of riparian and appropriative water rights which
governed the use of water from definite streams in Oklahoma prior to
June 10, 1963, with an appropriation system of regulation requiring
the beneficial use of water and providing that priority in time shall
give the better right. These sections are intended to provide that
riparian landowners may use water for domestic uses and store water
in definite streams and that appropriations shall not interfere with
such domestic uses, to recognize through administrative adjudications
all uses, riparian and appropriative, existing prior to June 10,
1963, and to extinguish future claims to use water, except for
domestic use, based only on ownership of riparian lands.

Added by Laws 1993, c. 310, § 1, emerg. eff. June 7, 1993.

§82-105.2. Right to use water - Domestic use - Priorities.

A. Beneficial use shall be the basis, the measure and the limit
of the right to the use of water; provided, that water taken for
domestic use shall not be subject to the provisions of this act,
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except as provided in Section 105.5 of this title. Any person has
the right to take water for domestic use from a stream to which he is
riparian or to take stream water for domestic use from wells on his
premises. Water for domestic use may be stored in an amount not to
exceed two (2) years' supply. The provisions of this act shall not
apply to farm ponds or gully plugs which are not located on definite
streams and which have been constructed under the supervision and
specifications of the Soil and Water Conservation Districts.

B. Priority in time shall give the better right. From and after
the date of June 10, 1963, the following priorities for the use of
water and no other shall exist:

1. Prestatehood uses. Priorities to the quantity of water put
to beneficial use prior to November 15, 1907, to the extent to which
the priority has not been lost in whole or in part pursuant to
Section 105.16 of this title when the same shall have been perfected
as provided by this act and rules and regulations adopted by the
Board. Such said priorities shall date from the initiation of the
beneficial use.

2. Spavinaw, Grand, North Canadian, Blue and North Boggy
adjudications. Priorities decreed to exist in adjudications brought
in pursuance of this act where such adjudications have been initiated
prior to the date of June 10, 1963, to the extent to which these
priorities have not been lost in whole or in part pursuant to Section
105.16 of this title. Such said priorities shall be dated as of the
date assigned to them in the respective adjudication decrees.

3. Spavinaw, Grand, North Canadian, Blue and North Boggy Rivers
- Applications prior to June 10, 1963. Priorities based upon
applications for appropriations where the same shall have been
perfected heretofore under the law heretofore applicable to the
extent to which the priority has not been lost in whole or in part
pursuant to Section 105.16 of this title. Such said priorities shall
be dated as of the date of the application therefor.

4. All other applications. Priorities based upon applications
for appropriations to the extent the priority has not been lost in
whole or in part pursuant to Section 105.16 of this title where the
same shall be perfected after June 10, 1963, as provided by this act
and rules and regulations adopted by the Board pursuant thereto. Such
said priorities shall date from the date of application for the
priority. Any permit to appropriate water issued by the Board from
and after June 10, 1963, is hereby presumed to be valid and in full
force and effect to the extent not lost in whole or in part due to
nonuse, forfeiture or abandonment, pursuant to this title.

5. Federal withdrawals. Priorities based on the withdrawal of
water by the United States pursuant to Section 105.29 of this title
to the extent to which the priority has not been lost in whole or in
part through nonutilization as provided by the said section or
pursuant to Section 105.16 of this title. Such said priorities shall
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vest in the users of said water as of the date of notification given
pursuant to Section 105.29 of this title.

6. Poststatehood - Nonapplicant uses. Priorities based upon
present beneficial use prior to June 10, 1963, and initiated on or
subsequent to November 15, 1907, to the extent to which the priority
has not been lost in whole or in part pursuant to Section 105.16 of
this title where the same has been perfected as provided by this act
and rules and regulations adopted by the Board pursuant thereto. Such
said priorities as to each quantity of water shall date from the
initiation of the beneficial use of that quantity of water. Provided,
however, that no priority based solely upon this paragraph shall take
priority over priorities which bear a priority date earlier than the
effective date of June 10, 1963, and which arise by virtue of
compliance with the provisions of the first five paragraphs of this
subsection.

7. Soil Conservation Service sediment pools. Priorities based
upon beneficial use of that portion of the water designated by the
Soil Conservation Service engineers as necessary for the sediment
pool where landowners have granted easements without compensation for
upstream flood control impoundments under the sponsorship of Soil and
Water Conservation Districts prior to June 10, 1963, to the extent to
which the priority has not been lost in whole or in part pursuant to
Section 105.16 of this title when the same shall have been perfected
as provided by this act and rules and regulations adopted by the
Board. Such said priorities shall date from the date of the grant of
the easement. Subsequent to June 10, 1963, those landowners who
shall grant easements for such upstream flood control impoundments
may acquire a priority for beneficial use of that water designated as
the sediment pool by complying with paragraph 4 of subsection B of
this section.

C. When any person might claim a priority under more than one of
the numbered paragraphs of subsection B of this section, he may elect
which paragraphs shall control his priority date. Nothing in this
provision shall be construed to prohibit his electing different
priorities under one or more of the paragraphs of subsection B of
this section for different quantities of water.

D. From and after June 10, 1963, the only riparian rights to the
use of water in a definite stream, except water taken for domestic
use, are those which have been adjudicated and recognized as vested
through the proceedings under 82 0.S. Supp. 1963, Sections 5 and 6,
orders of the Oklahoma Water Resources Board entered thereunder which
became final, and those decreed to exist in the Spavinaw, Grand,
North Canadian, and Blue and North Boggy adjudications, all to the
extent such rights have not been lost, in whole or in part, due to
nonuse, forfeiture or abandonment, pursuant to this title.

Amended by Laws 1988, c. 203, § 2, emerg. eff. June 10, 1988.
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§82-105.3. Right of eminent domain.

Any person, corporation or association may exercise the right of
eminent domain to acquire right-of-way for the storage or conveyance
of water for beneficial use, including the right to enlarge existing
structures, and use the same in common with the former owner. Such
right-of-way shall in all cases be so located as to do the least
damage to private or public property, consistent with proper and
economical engineering construction. Such rights may be acquired in
the manner provided by law for the taking of private property for
public use.

Laws 1972, c. 256, § 3.

§82-105.4. Diversion of water.

Water turned into any natural or artificial watercourse by any
party entitled to the use of such water may be reclaimed below and
diverted therefrom by such party, subject to existing rights, due
allowance for losses being made by the Board.

Laws 1972, c. 256, § 4.

§82-105.5. Impairment of water rights - Suits in district court.

Any person having a right to the use of water from a stream as
defined by this act or Section 60 in Title 60 of the Oklahoma
Statutes whose right is impaired by the act or acts of another, or
others, may bring suit in the district court of any county in which
any of the acts complained of occurred. Provided, however, that
nothing herein contained shall be construed to empower district
courts to recognize rights to use the water of a stream unless such
rights have heretofore been established pursuant to this act or are
claimed under Section 60 in Title 60 of the Oklahoma Statutes.
Provided, however, that the Attorney General shall intervene on
behalf of the state in any suit for the adjudication of rights to the
use of water if notified by the Board that the public interests would
be best served by such action.

Laws 1972, c. 256, § 5.

§82-105.6. Adjudication of rights - Suit.

When the Board determines the best interests of the claimants to
the use of water from a stream system will be served by a
determination of all rights to the use of water of such system, the
Board may institute a suit on behalf of the state for the
determination of all rights to the use of such water and shall
diligently prosecute the same to a final adjudication. The cost of
such suit, including the costs on behalf of the state, shall be
charged against each of the parties thereto in proportion to the
amount of water rights allotted. Provided that after the effective
date of June 10, 1963, neither the bringing of such suit nor an
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adjudication in such a suit shall be a condition precedent to the
granting of permits and licenses as authorized by this act.
Added by Laws 1972, c. 256, § 6.

§82-105.7. Parties to suit - Intervention - Orders.

In any suit for the determination of rights to the use of the
waters of any stream, brought pursuant to Section 6, any person who
is using or who has used water from the stream or who claims the
right or who might claim the right to use water from the stream may
be made a party to the suit. Any person who is using or who has used
or who claims the right to use water from the stream may intervene.
No person not a party to the suit shall be bound by the decree
therein, but the rights determined between the parties thereto and
their privities shall be bound in all subsequent litigation. When
any such suit has been filed, the court may by its order, duly
entered, direct the Board to furnish data necessary for the
determination of the rights involved.

Laws 1972, c. 256, § 7.

§82-105.8. Decree - Contents - Copies to be filed.

Upon the adjudication of the rights of the use of the waters of a
stream system, two or more certified copies of the decree shall be
prepared by the clerk of the court, at the cost of the parties, and
one copy shall be filed in the office of the Board and the other in
the office of the registrar of deeds of each county in which such
stream system is situated. Such decree shall in every case declare,
as to the water right adjudged to each party, the priority, amount,
purpose, place of use and, as to water used for irrigation, the
specific tracts of land to which it shall be appurtenant together
with such other conditions as may be necessary to define the right
and its priority.

Laws 1972, c. 256, § 8.

§82-105.9. Application for water rights.

Any person, firm, corporation, state or federal governmental
agency, or subdivision thereof, intending to acquire the right to the
beneficial use of any water shall, before commencing any construction
for such purposes or before taking the same from any constructed
works, make an application to the Board, together with the filing fee
authorized by law, for a permit to appropriate in the form required
by rules and regulations established by the Board. Such rules and
regulations shall, in addition to providing the form and manner of
preparing and presenting the application, require that such
application state all the data necessary for the proper description
and limitation of the right applied for, as to the amount of water
requested, together with such information as may be necessary to show
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the method and practicability of the construction and the ability of
the applicant to complete the same.
Added by Laws 1972, c. 256, § 9.

§82-105.10. Rules governing applications.

A. 1. The date of receipt of an application for use of stream
water in the office of the Oklahoma Water Resources Board shall be
endorsed and shall be noted in the records of the Board.

2. If the application is defective as to form or unsatisfactory
as to feasibility or safety of the plan, or as to the showing of the
ability of the applicant to carry the construction to completion, the
Board shall advise the applicant of the correction, amendments or
changes required. The applicant shall have not more than sixty (60)
days from the date the Board so advises to refile such application.
If refiled, corrected as required, within the specified time limit,
the application shall, upon being accepted by the Board, take
priority as of date of its original filing, subject to compliance
with the further provisions of the law and the rules promulgated
thereto. Any corrected application filed after the time allowed
shall be treated in all respects as an original application received
on the date of its refiling.

3. The plans of construction may be amended, with the approval
of the Board, at any time, provided that no change shall authorize an
extension of time for construction or placing the water to beneficial
use beyond that authorized in the permit, except as provided in
Section 105.15 of this title. A change in the proposed point of
diversion of water from a stream shall be subject to the approval of
the Board and shall not be allowed to the detriment of the rights of
others having valid claims to the use of water from the stream.

B. 1. For applications that have been pending for more than
three (3) years prior to the effective date of this section, the
Board shall provide written notice to the applicant at the
applicant’s last-known address that the application shall be deemed
withdrawn and the priority date based on the original filing date
shall be lost unless the applicant provides notice of the application
as instructed by the Board. The Board shall provide an opportunity
for a hearing if requested in order for the applicant to show cause
why:

a. notice should not be published, and

b. the application should not be deemed withdrawn and the
priority date lost.

2. Cause may be shown by substantial competent evidence that:

a. the applicant has been diligently pursuing plans for
the project for which the water is proposed to be used,

b. construction of the project is still practical, and

C. the applicant is still able to complete the project.
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3. If the Board receives no response to the notice, the
application shall be deemed withdrawn and priority date lost.

C. 1. After the effective date of this section, applications
may remain pending for more than three (3) years and retain the
priority date based on the original filing date if the applicant
files a request to extend pending status of the application before
the end of the first three-year period and each successive three-year
period thereafter and as required by rules promulgated by the Board.

2. 1If a request to extend pending status is not filed in time
and as required by Board rules, the application will be deemed
withdrawn.

Added by Laws 1972, c. 256, § 10. Amended by Laws 1993, c. 164, § 1,
emerg. eff. May 10, 1993; Laws 2000, c. 318, § 1, emerg. eff. June 5,
2000.

§82-105.11. Notice of application - Protest - Hearing.

A. Except as otherwise provided by Section 105.13 of this title
for limited quantity stream water permits, upon the acceptance of an
application which complies with the provisions of Chapter 1 of this
title, and the rules promulgated by the Oklahoma Water Resources
Board pursuant thereto, the Board shall instruct the applicant to
publish, within the time required by the Board, a notice thereof, at
the applicant's expense, in a form prescribed by the Board in a
newspaper of general circulation in the county of the point of
diversion, and in a newspaper of general circulation published within
the adjacent downstream county and any other counties designated by
the Board once a week for two (2) consecutive weeks. Such notice
shall give all the essential facts as to the proposed appropriation,
among them being the places of appropriation and of use, amount of
water, the purpose for which it is to be used, name and address of
applicant, the hearing date, time and place if a hearing is scheduled
by the Board before instructions to publish notice are given, and a
thirty-day protest period as well as the manner in which a protest to
the application may be made. At the time the Board provides the
notice of application to the applicant, the Board shall publish on
its website the applications and instructions for public notice,
including the draft public notice prepared by the Board. The website
publishing is in addition to, and not in lieu of, the requirement for
applicants to publish notice in the newspaper. The time to protest
shall run from the date of the first newspaper publication.

B. In case of failure to give such notice in accordance with the
rules and regulations applicable thereto within the time required, or
if such notice is defective, the priority of application shall be
lost; however, if proper notice is given within thirty (30) days
after the Board has notified the applicant of his or her failure to
give effective and proper notice, the application shall thereafter
carry the original date of filing, and shall supersede any subsequent
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application to the same source of water supply. Any interested party
shall have the right to protest said application and present evidence
and testimony in support of such protest.

C. 1If the Board does not schedule a hearing on the application

before instructing the applicant to publish notice, a hearing shall
be scheduled by the Board upon receipt of a protest which meets the
requirements of the Board's rules, the Board shall notify the
applicant and protestant of such hearing.
Added by Laws 1972, c. 256, § 11. Amended by Laws 1993, c. 164, § 2,
emerg. eff. May 10, 1993; Laws 1995, c. 112, § 2, eff. Nov. 1, 1995;
Laws 1996, c. 329, § 1, emerg. eff. June 12, 1996; Laws 2019, c. 411,
§ 1, eff. Nov. 1, 2019.

§82-105.12. Approval of application by Oklahoma Water Resources
Board - Use of water outside the state.

A. In order to protect the public welfare of the citizens of
Oklahoma and before the Oklahoma Water Resources Board takes final
action on the application, the Board shall determine from the
evidence presented whether:

1. There is unappropriated water available in the amount applied
for;

2. The applicant has a present or future need for the water and
the use to which applicant intends to put the water is a beneficial
use. In making this determination, the Board shall consider the
availability of all stream water sources and other relevant matters
as the Board deems appropriate, and may consider the availability of
groundwater as an alternative source;

3. The proposed use does not interfere with domestic or existing
appropriative uses;
4. TIf the application is for the transportation of water for use

outside the stream system wherein the water originates, the proposed
use must not interfere with existing or proposed beneficial uses
within the stream system and the needs of the water users therein.
In making this determination, the Board shall utilize the review
conducted pursuant to subsection B of this section; and

5. If the application is for use of water out of state, the
Board shall, in addition to the criteria set forth in this
subsection, also evaluate whether the water that is the subject of
the application could feasibly be transported to alleviate water
shortages in the State of Oklahoma.

If the evidence is determined to be sufficient, and subject to
subsection B of this section, the Board shall approve the application
by issuing a permit to appropriate water. The permit shall state the
time within which the water shall be applied to beneficial use. 1In
the absence of appeal as provided by the Administrative Procedures
Act, the decision of the Board shall be final.
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B. 1. 1In the granting of water rights for the transportation of
water for use outside the stream system wherein water originates,
pending applications to use water within the stream system shall
first be considered in order to assure that applicants within the
stream system shall have all of the water required to adequately
supply their beneficial uses.

2. The Board shall review the needs within the area of origin
every five (5) years to determine whether the water supply is
adequate for municipal, industrial, domestic, and other beneficial
uses.

C. The review conducted pursuant to paragraph 2 of subsection B
of this section shall not be used to reduce the quantity of water
authorized to be used pursuant to permits issued prior to such
review. Such permits, however, remain subject to loss, in whole or
in part, due to nonuse, forfeiture or abandonment, pursuant to this
title.

D. On the filing of an application or amendment to use water
outside the state, the applicant shall designate an agent in the
State of Oklahoma for service of process and to receive other
notices.

E. In the event of a conflict between the conditions of use
required in Oklahoma and conditions required in another state, the
water right holder shall consent to conditions imposed by the Board.

F. Permits and amendments that authorize the use of water
outside the state shall be subject to review by the Board at least
every ten (10) years after the date of issuance to determine whether
there has been a substantial or material change relating to any
matters set forth in subsection A of this section. The Board may
impose additional conditions as described by Board rules to address
any such substantial or material change.

G. Notwithstanding the provisions of any other law that may be
deemed inconsistent with this section, the Board shall promulgate
rules and apply the provisions of Section 1 of this act and
subsections A, B, D, E, and F of this section to applications for use
of water for which no final adjudication has been made by the
Oklahoma Water Resources Board before the effective date of this act.
Added by Laws 1972, c. 256, § 12. Amended by Laws 1988, c. 203, § 3,
emerg. eff. June 10, 1988; Laws 1993, c. 164, § 3, emerg. eff. May
10, 1993; Laws 2009, c. 403, § 2, emerg. eff. June 1, 2009.

§82-105.12A. Permits to use water outside of state.

A. The State of Oklahoma has long recognized the importance of
the conservation and preservation of its public waters and the
necessity to maintain adequate supplies for the present and future
water requirements of the state and to protect the public welfare of
its citizens, and has entered into interstate compacts for that
purpose.

Oklahoma Statutes - Title 82. Waters and Water Rights Page 25



B. ©No permit issued by the Oklahoma Water Resources Board to use
water outside the boundaries of the State of Oklahoma shall:

1. TImpair the ability of the State of Oklahoma to meet its
obligations under any interstate stream compact; or

2. Impair or affect the powers, rights, or obligations of the
United States, or those claiming under its authority or law, in, over
and to water apportioned by interstate compacts.

C. Water apportioned to the State of Oklahoma by an interstate
compact is subject to the right and power of the State of Oklahoma to
control, among other matters, the method of diversion of the water
and the place of use.

D. No permit for the use of water out of state shall authorize
use of water apportioned to the State of Oklahoma under an interstate
compact unless specifically authorized by an act of the Oklahoma
Legislature and thereafter as approved by it.

Added by Laws 2009, c. 403, § 1, emerg. eff. June 1, 2009.

§82-105.13. Seasonal, temporary, term and provisional permits -
Limited quantity stream water permits.

A. The Oklahoma Water Resources Board is authorized to issue, in
addition to regular permits, seasonal, temporary, term or provisional
temporary permits at any time the Board finds such issuance will not
impair or interfere with domestic uses or existing rights of prior
appropriators and may do so even where it finds no unappropriated
water is available for a regular permit. All seasonal, temporary,
term and provisional temporary permits shall contain a provision
making them subject to all rights of prior appropriators. If any
such permit is for water impounded in any works for storage,
diversion or carriage of water, the applicant must comply with the
provisions of Section 105.21 of this title.

B. Except as otherwise provided by this section, application,
notice and administrative hearing as provided in Sections 105.9
through 105.12 of this title shall be required for all permits. A
provisional temporary permit may be immediately and summarily granted
upon administrative approval by the Board. Provisional temporary
permits shall:

1. Not be effective for a period of more than ninety (90) days;

2. Be granted at the discretion of the Board; and

3. Be subject to such terms, conditions and rules promulgated by
the Board for such purposes.

C. The Executive Director of the Board may administratively

issue permits to use limited quantities of stream water. Notice,
procedures and the maximum quantity authorized for limited quantity
stream water permits shall be in compliance with rules promulgated by
the Board. 1In no event shall the maximum quantity of water
authorized in a limited quantity stream water permit exceed the
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amount of stream water that would otherwise be determined by the
Board pursuant to Section 105.12 of this title.

Added by Laws 1972, c. 256, § 13. Amended by Laws 1981, c. 35, § 2,
emerg. eff. April 8, 1981; Laws 1996, c. 329, § 2, emerg. eff. June
12, 1996.

§82-105.14. Denial of permit - Approval of application for lesser
amount - Appeal.

If, in the opinion of the Board, the applicant fails to establish
the three requirements of Section 12, it shall reject the
application. It shall notify the applicant of the rejection and the
reason for its action. In the absence of appeal as provided by this
act, the decision of the Board shall be final.

If the Board denies a permit on the basis that there is no
unappropriated water available in the amount applied for but finds
that the other requirements were complied with, the applicant may
file an amended application and apply for a lesser amount. Such
amendment shall be in writing and sent by certified mail no later
than fifteen (15) days after notice of denial of the original
application shall have been mailed by the Board. Upon receipt of the
amended application, the Board shall approve the application for the
lesser amount at its next regularly scheduled meeting if such amount
is sufficient. Such amendment shall not be deemed a waiver of the
right to appeal from the action of the Board in denying the permit on
the original application. Time for perfecting an appeal shall begin
to run upon the mailing of notice of either the denial of the permit
or approval of the amended application, whichever is later.

Added by Laws 1972, c. 256, § 14.

§82-105.15. Time for commencement of works.

A. Any permit shall expire unless the applicant begins
construction of the works within two (2) years of the issuance of the
permit by the Board. The Board may, as necessary and deemed
appropriate under the circumstances, extend the time for the
beginning of construction beyond the time allowed in the permit for
good cause shown, such as engineering difficulty or other wvalid
reason over which the applicant has no control.

B. If the Board does not receive a written notice of
commencement of works or request to extend time within thirty (30)
days after the end of the two-year period, the permit shall be deemed
expired after written notice to the applicant.

C. Provided, nothing in this section shall be construed as
extending the time within which the waters authorized for use must be
placed to actual beneficial use as provided in the permit and
Sections 105.16 through 105.18 of this title.

Laws 1972, c. 256, § 15; Laws 1981, c. 35, § 3, emerg. eff. April 8,
1981; Laws 1993, c. 164, § 4, emerg. eff. May 10, 1993.
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§82-105.16. Time for putting water to beneficial use.

A. Unless a schedule of use is provided by the Board as
authorized in this section, a regular permit shall require that the
whole of the amount of the water authorized by the permit be put to
beneficial use within a period of less than seven (7) years.

B. If, upon evidence presented to the Board, and considering the
present and future needs of the stream system of origin, it appears
that the proposed project, improvement or structure will promote the
optimal beneficial use of water in the state, and it further appears
that the total amount of water to be authorized by the permit cannot
be put to beneficial use within seven (7) years, then the Board shall
provide in the permit the time within which the total amount to be
authorized shall be put to beneficial use. This time shall be the
useful life of the proposed project, improvement or structure as
found by the Board. 1In order to insure orderly progress toward total
beneficial utilization within the said time set by the Board, the
Board shall provide in the permit a schedule of times within which
certain percentages of the total amount to be authorized must be put
to beneficial use.

C. DNothing in this act shall be deemed to reestablish any right
to the use of any water which has been lost by failure to use same or
by forfeiture prior to July 5, 1961.

Laws 1972, c. 256, § 16; Laws 1993, c. 164, § 5, emerg. eff. May 10,
1993.

§82-105.17. Reversion of water to public.

A. To the extent that the water authorized is not put to
beneficial use as provided by the terms of the permit, that amount
not so used shall be forfeited by the holder of the permit and shall
become public water and available for appropriation.

B. When the party entitled to the use of water commences using
water but thereafter fails to beneficially use all or any part of the
water claimed by him, for which a right of use has been vested for
the purpose for which it was appropriated for a period of seven (7)
continuous years, such unused water shall revert to the public and
shall be regarded as unappropriated public water.

Laws 1972, c. 256, § 17; Laws 1993, c. 164, § 6, emerg. eff. May 10,
1993.

§82-105.18. Loss of right to use water - Notice - Hearing.

A. When the Board has reasonable cause to believe that the right
to use water has been lost in whole or in part, as provided in
Section 105.17 of this title, the Board may proceed to cancel
administratively such right by notifying the claimant of such right,
or his latest successor in such rights, by written notification
mailed by registered or certified mail to his last known address that
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there is reasonable cause for believing that he has lost his water
rights under the provisions of Section 105.16 or 105.17 of this
title.

B. Such notice shall be mailed at least thirty (30) days prior
to the date set for the hearing and shall give the time and place set
for the hearing on such water rights; provided that if there is
evidence that delivery of such notice by registered or certified mail
cannot be made to the claimant, or his successor in such water
rights, the Board shall give notice by publishing the same in a local
newspaper qualified to publish such notice, nearest the point where
said water right had attached, once each week for two (2) consecutive
weeks. Such hearing date shall be set not earlier than thirty (30)
days after the last publication date of said notice.

C. At such hearing the claimant of such water right, or his
successor in such right, shall have the right to show cause why such
water right should not be declared to have been lost through nonuse.
Such cause may be shown by substantial competent evidence that the
failure to beneficially use the water subject to forfeiture was
caused by circumstances beyond the control of the claimant and the
claimant was ready and willing to use the water.

Procedures of hearings and appeals shall be governed by the
Administrative Procedures Act.

D. Provided, that the failure of the Board to determine that a
right to use water has been lost in whole or in part for nonuse shall
not in any way revive or continue the said right.

Laws 1972, c¢. 256, § 18; Laws 1979, c¢. 140, § 1; Laws 1993, c. 164, §
7, emerg. eff. May 10, 1993.

§82-105.19. Surrender of water rights.

The Board may accept the surrender of any water right by the
holder thereof pursuant to rules and regulations adopted by the
Board.

Laws 1972, c. 256, § 19.

§82-105.20. Violations.

The unauthorized use of water, the unauthorized transfer of a
water right, the continued use of works which are unsafe after
receiving notice to repair, the waste of water, the unauthorized
severance of a water right from the land to which it is appurtenant,
the refusal to change unsafe works when directed to do so, or the
injury or obstruction of waterworks shall be a misdemeanor and each
day such violation continues shall be a separate violation. 1In
addition to filing criminal complaints and any other remedies
provided herein, the Board shall have the right to bring an action in
the district court of the county wherein such act or omission occurs
to enjoin the same. The Board and its authorized agents shall have a
reasonable right to go upon private property in the performance of
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their duties hereunder and shall have the duty to file complaints of
violations of the penal provisions of this section.
Laws 1972, c. 256, § 20.

§82-105.21. Surplus water.

The owner of any works for the storage, diversion or carriage of
water, which contain water in excess of his needs for irrigation or
other beneficial use for which it has been appropriated, shall be
required to deliver such surplus, at reasonable rates for storage or
carriage, or both, as the case may be, to the parties entitled to the
use of the water for beneficial purposes. In case of the refusal of
such owner to deliver any such surplus water at reasonable rates as
determined by the Board, he may be compelled to do so by the district
court for the county in which the surplus water is to be used.

Laws 1972, c. 256, § 21.

§82-105.22. Severance and transfer of water right.

All water used in this state for irrigation purposes shall remain
appurtenant to the land upon which it is used: Provided, that if for
any reason it should at any time become impracticable to beneficially
or economically use water for the irrigation of any land to which the
right of use of same is appurtenant, said right may be severed from
said land, and simultaneously transferred, and become appurtenant to
other land, without losing priority of right theretofore established,
if such change can be made without detriment to existing rights, on
the approval of an application of the owner to the Board. Before the
approval of such application, the applicant must give notice thereof
by publication once a week for two (2) consecutive weeks in a
newspaper or newspapers of general circulation in the county or
counties in which each tract of land is located. The notice shall be
in the form prescribed by the Board and shall include the name of the
applicant, the date, time and place and kind of use and a description
of the nature of the proposed change. The final publication of the
notice shall precede the date of the hearing by at least thirty (30)
days.

After proof of notice and hearing, the Board shall issue its
order. The order may deny or grant the application in whole or in
part upon such conditions as are necessary to preserve the rights of
the parties. Any person aggrieved by the order may seek relief as
provided for in The Administrative Procedures Act.

Laws 1972, c. 256, § 22.

§82-105.23. Use of water for other purposes.

Any appropriator of water including but not limited to one who
uses water for irrigation, may use the same for other than the
purposes for which it was appropriated, or may change the place of
diversion, storage or use, in the manner and under the conditions
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prescribed for the transfer of the right to use water for irrigation
purposes in Section 105.22 of this title.
Amended by Laws 1988, c. 203, § 4, emerg. eff. June 10, 1988.

§82-105.24. Assignment of appropiation permit - Transfer of title to
land.

Any permit to appropriate water may be assigned, but no
assignment shall be binding, except upon the parties thereto, unless
filed for record in the office of the Board. The evidence of the
right to use water from any works constructed by the United States or
its duly authorized agencies shall in like manner be filed in the
office of the Board upon assignment; provided, that no permit to
appropriate water for irrigation purposes shall be assigned, or the
ownership thereof in any way transferred, apart from the land to
which it is appurtenant, except in the manner specially provided by
law; provided, further, that the transfer of title to land in any
manner whatsoever shall carry with it all rights to use of water
appurtenant thereto for irrigation purposes.

Laws 1972, c. 256, § 24.

§82-105.25. Notice of completion - Inspection.

On the date set for the completion of the work, or prior thereto,
upon notice from the owner that the work has been completed, the
Board shall cause the work to be inspected after due notice to the
owner of the permit. Such inspection shall be thorough and complete,
in order to determine the actual capacity of the works, their safety
and efficiency. If not properly and safely constructed, the Board
may require the necessary changes to be made within a reasonable time
and shall not issue a certificate of completion until such changes
are made. Failure to make such changes within the time required by
the Board shall cause the postponement of the priority under the
permit for such time as may elapse from the date for completing such
changes until made to the satisfaction of the Board and applications
subsequent in time shall have the benefit of such postponement of
priority; provided, the Board may accept the report of inspection by
a registered professional engineer.

Laws 1972, c. 256, § 25.

§82-105.26. Certificate of completion.

When the works are found in satisfactory condition, after
inspection, the Board shall issue a certificate of completion of
construction, setting forth the actual capacity of the works and such
limitations upon the water right as shall be warranted by the
condition of the works, but in no manner extending the rights
described in the permit.

Added by Laws 1972, c. 256, § 26.
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§82-105.27. Unsafe works to be changed - United States works not
subject to inspection.

If the Board shall, in the course of its duties, find that any
works used for storage, diversion or carriage of water are unsafe and
a menace to life and property, it shall at once notify the owner or
his agent, specifying the changes necessary and allowing a reasonable
time for putting the works in safe condition. Upon the request of
any party, accompanied by the estimated cost of inspection, the Board
shall cause any alleged unsafe works to be inspected. If they shall
be found unsafe by the Board, the money deposited by such party shall
be refunded and the fees for inspection shall be paid by the owner of
such works; and, if not paid by him within thirty (30) days after the
decision of the Board, shall be a lien against any property of such
owner, to be recovered by suit instituted by the district attorney of
the county at the request of the Board. The Board may, when
necessary, inspect any works for the storage, diversion or carriage
of water and require any changes necessary to secure their safety;
and the fees for such inspection shall be a lien on any property of
the owner and shall be subject to collection as provided herein;
provided, that any works constructed by the United States, or by its
duly authorized agencies, shall not be subject to such inspection
while under the supervision of officers of the United States.
Provided, that liens provided for in this section shall be superior
in right to all mortgages or other encumbrances, except ad valorem
tax liens, placed upon the land and the water appurtenant thereto or
used in connection therewith.

Amended by Laws 1988, c. 203, § 5, emerg. eff. June 10, 1988.

§82-105.28. Measurement of water.

The standard of measurement of the flow of water shall be the
cubic foot per second of time; the standard measurement of the volume
of water shall be the acre foot, being the amount of water upon an
acre covered one foot deep, equivalent to forty-three thousand five
hundred sixty (43,560) cubic feet.

Laws 1972, c. 256, § 28.

§82-105.29. Appropriations of water by the United States.

A. Whenever the proper officers of the United States, authorized
by law to construct works for the utilization of waters within the
state, shall notify the Board that the United States intends to
utilize certain specified waters, the water so described, and
unappropriated at the date of such notice, shall not be subject to
further appropriation under the laws of this state, provided that
upon receipt of notice as hereinabove provided the Board shall
prepare and give public notice by publication in at least two
newspapers qualified to publish such notices in each county or
counties in which such stream system or stream systems are situated,
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as may be affected by such proposed withdrawal by the United States.
Provided that in counties in which there is but one such newspaper,
it shall be sufficient to publish the said notice in that newspaper.
Such notice shall be published at least thirty (30) days prior to the
date set for the hearing, setting forth the date, time and place,
together with a general description of the proposed works to be
constructed by the United States and location in such stream system,
the volume of water requested under such withdrawal and any other
pertinent information that will be helpful in apprising all
interested parties as to the probable effect of such withdrawal by
the United States. Interested parties may make oral statements for
the record at such hearing, or they may present written statements at
the hearing or before the hearing, to the Board at its offices. After
the hearing the Board shall consider all evidence submitted at the
hearing and determine if the proposed withdrawal is in harmony with
the best interests of the state. Provided further, if the Board
finds that the withdrawal of waters requested is not in the best
interests of the state, then the Board shall:

1. Have the authority to reduce the amount of water requested
for withdrawal; and/or

2. Attach such conditions to the proposed withdrawal as the
Board deems in harmony with the best interests of the state; or

3. Reject the request for withdrawal in its entirety. Provided
further, that the Board shall notify the United States, or its proper
officers, of its findings within thirty (30) days after the final
decision has been reached by the Board. Provided further, that if
the Board approves the withdrawal of all or a part of the waters
requested to be withdrawn by the United States or its authorized
officers, such officers shall, within a period of three (3) years
from the date of said notice, file plans for the proposed works in
the office of the Board for its information and no adverse claim to
the use of the waters approved for withdrawal required in connection
with such plans initiated subsequent to the date of such notice shall
be recognized under the laws of the state, except as to such amount
of the water described in such notice as may be formally released in
writing by an officer of the United States, thereunder duly
authorized; provided, that in case of failure to file plans for the
proposed work within three (3) years, as herein required, the water
approved for withdrawal specified in the notice given by the United
States to the Board shall become public water, subject to general
appropriation; provided further that in case the proposed work as
detailed in the plans to be filed as herein required is not commenced
and continued with due diligence within eight (8) years from the date
of filing of the plans with the Board, the water approved for
withdrawal specified in the request for withdrawal shall become
public water subject to general appropriation; provided, that when
actions relating to project authorization for initiation of
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construction are delayed pending actions of the Congress, or water
right adjudications by the state, national emergencies or other wvalid
and good reasons, the Board may extend the period beyond eight (8)
years within which work may be commenced or resumed as provided
herein by making a finding of fact and filing a report in the office
of the Board that it is the opinion of the Board that releasing the
waters involved to general appropriation may be detrimental to the
best interests of the state and the area involved. Such finding
shall state specifically the additional time to be granted within
which proposed work on the project or projects, covered by plans,
shall be commenced or resumed.

B. Any waters withdrawn prior to May 23, 1967, by the United
States under statutes of this state in the stream systems of the
state shall be only those waters necessary for the plans filed for
the project's economic justification and water supply. Any remaining
portion of the waters of such stream system which are not required
for the project as planned by the United States and for which plans
are duly filed with the Board, as hereinabove provided, shall be
subject to general appropriation as provided by state law; provided
further, that any withdrawal notice by the United States and the
filing of project plans by the United States prior to October 2,
1959, shall be considered as effective and continued in full force to
the maximum time allowed above from October 2, 1959. Provided, that
as to said water withdrawn by the United States prior to May 23,
1967, the Board may extend such time for the causes and in the manner
as provided in this act for the extension of time for the building of
works utilizing waters withdrawn after May 23, 1967.

Laws 1972, c. 256, § 29.

§82-105.30. Extension of period of withdrawal under national
emergency.

In case of national emergency, such as war, during periods when
materials for the construction of projects as herein contemplated by
the United States may not be available, such periods of emergency
shall not be chargeable to the maximum period provided for the
construction of projects initiated under this act.

Laws 1972, c. 256, § 30.

§82-105.31. Records of Oklahoma Water Resources Board open to
public.

The records of the office of the Board shall be public records,
shall remain on file in its office and shall be open to the
inspection of the public at all times during business hours. Such
records shall show in full all lists of vested water rights in the
several stream systems of the state, permits issued, completion of
works reports, together with all actions thereon or decisions of the
Board affecting any rights or claims to appropriate water. Certified
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copies of any records or papers on file in the office of the Board
shall be evidence equally with the originals thereof and when
introduced as evidence shall have the same validity as the originals.
Laws 1972, c. 256, § 31.

§82-105.32. Effect of act on forfeited water rights and priority
dates.

The codifying and renumbering of the several sections of Chapter
1 in Title 82 of the Oklahoma Statutes shall not alter their
effectiveness by the adoption of this act; nor shall this act with
its several amendments to existing law be deemed to reestablish any
water rights that have heretofore been lost or forfeited under laws
heretofore in effect prior to the effective date of this act; nor
shall the adoption of this act change in any manner priority dates
for the right to use water under the laws in effect prior to the
adoption of this act.
Laws 1972, c. 256, § 32.

§82-110.1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Oklahoma Dam
Safety Act".
Added by Laws 1992, c. 185, § 1, eff. July 1, 1992.

§82-110.2. Legislative intent.

It is recognized by the Oklahoma State Legislature that properly
constructed, operated and maintained dams used to impound water and
create reservoirs for the purposes of public and private water
supply, irrigation, industrial use, recreation, fish and wildlife,
water quality control, flood prevention and control, sediment
control, and other beneficial uses constitute vital parts of the
State of Oklahoma's water resources, and that reasonable regulation
of such construction, operation and maintenance is beneficial and
necessary for the public health and welfare and to protect lives and
property. It is the intent of the Legislature that the provisions of
this act shall reaffirm and clarify such regulation and the dam
safety program of the Oklahoma Water Resources Board already
established and shall further provide sufficient basis for
communities in the National Flood Insurance Program to obtain
favorable consideration of rate decreases for their citizens offered
through the Community Rating System administered by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency.

Added by Laws 1992, c. 185, § 2, eff. July 1, 1992.

§82-110.3. Definitions.

As used in this act:
1. "Board" means the Oklahoma Water Resources Board;
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2. "Dam" means any artificial barrier, together with appurtenant
works, which does or may impound or divert water;

3. "Gully plug" means any grade stabilization structure that has
less than five (5) acre-feet of water storage available below the
principal spillway elevation and less than fifty (50) acre-feet of
storage volume below the emergency spillway elevation;

4. "Owner" means any person who, jointly or severally, owns,
controls, maintains, manages, or proposes to construct a dam or
reservoir, and includes but is not limited to those persons shown by
records of the county registrar of deeds in the county where the dam
or reservoir lies to have some interest, by fee, easement, mortgage
or otherwise, in the land on which the dam and lake lie, and may also
include but is not limited to those persons who may derive a direct
pecuniary benefit from the existence of the lake; and

5. "Person" means any individual, firm, partnership,
association, corporation, any trust formed for the benefit of an
individual, business or any public entity, federal agency, the State
of Oklahoma and any political subdivision thereof, municipalities,
and any other legal entity.

Added by Laws 1992, c. 185, § 3, eff. July 1, 1992.

§82-110.4. Dams subject to regulation under this act.

A. Dams, together with appurtenant works, which meet the
following alternative criterion are subject to the provisions of this
act and rules promulgated by the Oklahoma Water Resources Board
pursuant to this act:

1. Dams which are or will be twenty-five feet (25') or more in
height measured from the natural stream channel to the top of the
dam; or

2. Dams which have or will have an impounding capacity of fifty
(50) acre-feet or more;
provided, that any barrier to the flow of water which does or may
impound water and which is or will be six feet (6') or less in
height, regardless of storage capacity, or which has or will have a
storage capacity of fifteen (15) acre-feet or less, regardless of
height, shall not be subject to regulation under this act unless it
is determined to have a high hazard potential classification as
established by the Board.

B. No barrier to the flow of water determined by the Board to be
designated primarily for roadfill shall be subject to regulation
under this act.

C. Gully plugs are not subject to regulation under this act.

D. Dams constructed by any agency of the United States
Government shall not be subject to regulation under this act during
or after construction while such dams remain under the supervision of
any officer or agency of the United States.

Added by Laws 1992, c. 185, § 4, eff. July 1, 1992.
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§82-110.5. Oklahoma Water Resources Board - Powers and duties.

The Oklahoma Water Resources Board, in addition to other powers
and duties as provided by law, shall have the following powers and
duties:

1. To promulgate rules necessary to carry out the provisions of
this act, including but not limited to rules relating to hazard and
size classifications, minimum standards for design, operation and
maintenance of dams, and fee schedules for inspections and other
services provided to carry out the dam safety program authorized by
this act;

2. To review and grant or deny applications to approve plans and
specifications for construction of new dams and modifications of
existing dams, based on the applicable minimum standards adopted
provided that an owner who proposes to construct a new dam classified
as having a low hazard potential that will be used primarily for
agriculture purposes, and will be designed or constructed with the
assistance of a local conservation district or federal agriculture
related agency, shall be required only to notify the Board of such
construction;

3. To supervise and oversee construction of new dams and
modifications of existing dams;
4. To inspect existing dams and dams under construction in
accordance with the following requirements:
a. dams classified as having a high hazard potential shall
be inspected at least once annually,
b. dams classified as having a significant hazard

potential shall be inspected at least once every three
(3) years, and
c. dams classified as having a low hazard potential shall
be inspected at least once every five (5) years;
provided, that the Board shall accept an inspection report of a
registered professional engineer having practical experience in the
analysis, design and construction of dams and employed or retained by
the owner for dams classified as high or significant hazard
potential, or by an engineer employed by any United States
governmental agency acting in an official capacity, and provided
further, for dams classified as low hazard potential, the Board may
exempt such inspections as set forth in its rules and may accept an
inspection report of a person trained in inspecting dams and who is
employed or retained by the owner. Fees for such inspections
conducted by the Board and for reviewing inspection reports prepared
by others shall be as set forth in rules promulgated by the Board;
5. To require maintenance, repairs and modifications of existing
dams as necessary, including compliance schedules, so that minimum
standards can be met;
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6. To have reasonable access to public and private property for
the purpose of inspecting and investigating conditions related to
dams and to require that records of owners of dams be inspected and
copied;

7. To cooperate with agencies of federal, state and local
governments and private persons, including but not limited to the
Oklahoma Conservation Commission and local conservation districts, in
carrying out its duties under this act;

8. To disseminate information about the dam safety program; and

9. To exercise all incidental powers which are necessary and
proper to carry out the purposes of this act.

Added by Laws 1992, c. 185, § 5, eff. July 1, 1992.

§82-110.6. Effect of act on liability of dam owners.

Nothing in this act shall relieve an owner of a dam from any
liability related to the construction and maintenance of such dam.
Added by Laws 1992, c. 185, § 6, eff. July 1, 1992.

§82-110.7. Supervision of dam safety program.

The dam safety program authorized by this act shall be supervised
within the Oklahoma Water Resources Board by an engineer registered
with the State Board of Registration for Professional Engineers and
Land Surveyors or successor agency and who shall have practical
training or experience concerning the analysis, design, and
construction of dams and reservoirs.

Added by Laws 1992, c. 185, § 7, eff. July 1, 1992.

§82-110.8. Notice of completion of construction - Certification.

A. Certificates of completion of works from the Oklahoma Water
Resources Board shall be required before any water may be impounded
by a new dam or before water may be impounded at an elevation higher
than that previously authorized by the Board at an existing dam which
has been modified. Said certificate shall contain the date of
approval of plans and specifications for the dam, date construction
was completed on said dam, and any other conditions as may be
required by the Board.

B. The owner must give notice of completion of construction of
the new dam or of modifications to an existing dam to the Board, and
the Board shall inspect such dam before issuing a certificate of
completion.

C. The Board may modify, revoke or amend any said certificate as
necessary to assure the safety of the dam.

D. Fees for the inspections and for the issuance of certificates
required by this section shall be set forth in rules promulgated by
the Board.

Added by Laws 1992, c. 185, § 8, eff. July 1, 1992.
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§82-110.9. Records - Disclosure to Board - Notice of flood events.

A. Owners of dams are responsible for keeping accurate records
pertaining to the design, construction, operation and maintenance of
their dams and to make the same available upon request of the
Oklahoma Water Resources Board.

B. Owners of dams must give timely notice to the Board of flood
events or other circumstances that may affect the integrity or safety
of the dam. Said notice must be given as required by rules of the
Board.

Added by Laws 1992, c. 185, § 9, eff. July 1, 1992.

§82-110.10. Failure, neglect or refusal to comply with act - Orders
- Penalties - Judicial relief.

A. When an owner fails, neglects or refuses to comply with this
act, rules promulgated pursuant to this act, or orders of the
Oklahoma Water Resources Board, and there is no imminent peril to the
public health or welfare shown, the Board may, after notice and
opportunity for hearing, issue an order requiring such owner to take
whatever action the Board deems necessary to place the dam in a safe
condition, meet the requirements of this act, rules of the Board, or
the previous orders of the Board. Such action may include but is not
limited to lowering the level of or removing all water in the
reservolir, providing an adequate warning to the public downstream,
repair or modification of the existing dam after having the
appropriate application for approval of plans and specifications
granted, cease all construction work on a dam, and implementation of
an appropriate operation and maintenance plan.

B. When an owner fails, neglects or refuses to comply with this
act, rules promulgated pursuant to this act, or orders of the Board,
and there is an imminent peril to the public health or welfare shown,
the Executive Director of the Board, or Assistant Director in the
absence of the Executive Director, may, without notice or opportunity
for hearing, issue an emergency order requiring such owner to take
actions the Board deems necessary to place the dam in a safe
condition. Said emergency order shall indicate the finding of
imminent peril and shall specify the actions that are to be taken
immediately. The order shall also specify a time and place for
hearing to be held after such actions are taken.

C. The Board may impose administrative penalties against owners
of dams who fail, refuse or neglect to comply with the provisions of
this act, rules of the Board promulgated pursuant to this act, or
orders of the Board. Such administrative penalties shall be imposed
only after notice and opportunity for hearing on the proposed

imposition of such penalties. The notice and opportunity for hearing
required by this paragraph may be combined with the notice and
hearing required in paragraph A of this section. Said penalties

shall not exceed Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) per day for each
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violation. Each day a violation continues shall constitute a
separate violation.

D. The Board may seek judicial relief to enforce provisions of
this act, rules promulgated pursuant to this act, and orders of the
Board by instituting action in the district court where the dam or a
major portion thereof is located.

E. 1If records and information available to the Board show that
there may be more than one owner of the dam subject to administrative
or judicial relief authorized by this section, the Board is not
required to give all such owners notice of proceedings involving the
dam, and such owners who do not receive notice or enter their
appearance in the proceedings shall not be deemed indispensable
parties, provided however, the Board shall use its best efforts to
provide notice to all known owners, considering the number and type
of interest of such owners, amount of control exercised over the
operation and maintenance of the dam by such owners, the need to
expeditiously proceed to hearing, and possible harm by not providing
such notice.

Added by Laws 1992, c. 185, § 10, eff. July 1, 1992.

§82-110.11. Appeals of orders.

Appeals of orders issued by the Oklahoma Water Resources Board
pursuant to this act, except emergency orders issued under subsection
B of Section 10 of this act, shall be taken pursuant to Article II of
the Administrative Procedures Act, Sections 205 et seqg. and 301 et
seq. of Title 75 of the Oklahoma Statutes.

Added by Laws 1992, c. 185, § 11, eff. July 1, 1992.

§82-110.12. Effect of act on other laws and rules.

The provisions of this act shall be supplementary to other
provisions of law. Rules of the Oklahoma Water Resources Board
relating to dams which were promulgated prior to the effective date
of this act shall remain effective until amended.

Added by Laws 1992, c. 185, § 12, eff. July 1, 1992.

§82-110.20. Repealed by Laws 2007, c. 93, § 17, eff. Nov. 1, 2007.
§82-110.30. Repealed by Laws 2013, c. 88, § 1, eff. July 1, 2013.
§82-277. Short title.

Sections 1 through 25 of this act shall be known and may be cited
as the "Oklahoma Irrigation District Act".

Added by Laws 1992, c. 69, § 1, emerg. eff. April 13, 1992.

§82-277.1. Definitions.
As used in the Oklahoma Irrigation District Act:

Oklahoma Statutes - Title 82. Waters and Water Rights Page 40



1. "District" means an irrigation district, organized under the
laws of this state, including but not limited to those which have a
contract with this state or the United States Government, or agencies
thereof, under the reclamation laws for the construction, maintenance
and operation of an irrigation system;

2. "Board" means the board of directors of an irrigation
district;

3. "Director" means a director of an irrigation district;

4., "Assessments" means any annual or special fee imposed by an

irrigation district for the payment of organization, maintenance,
operating and current expenses, water charges, cost of construction
or improvements, emergency repairs and any other lawful expenditure
authorized by the directors or the electors;

5. "Elector" means any person who is of legal voting age and is
the owner in fee or the owner of a life estate in at least ten (10)
acres or an undivided interest equaling ten (10) acres of irrigable
land within said district or proposed district, or any trustee for a
beneficiary or guardian of any ward who owns either in fee or a life
estate in at least ten (10) acres of irrigable land; or an executor,
administrator or trustee of any estate owning at least ten (10) acres
of irrigable land in said district or proposed district. The owner
of any remainder of any land subject to a life estate shall not be an
elector;

6. "Irrigable land" means that land which is principally used
for the cultivation of crops or the raising and feeding of livestock
where value or use can be enhanced by watering through irrigation
channels or systems;

7. "Reclassification" means the process of including or
excluding land within the boundaries of an irrigation district; and
8. "Transfer" means the process of substituting land which is

assessed for other land within or immediately adjacent to the
boundaries of an irrigation district.

Laws 1973, c. 179, § 1, emerg. eff. May 16, 1973; Laws 1992, c. 69, §
2, emerg. eff. April 13, 1992.

§82-277.2. Proposal by titleholders to organize irrigation district.
If a minimum of ten or a majority of the holders of title to
irrigable lands from a common source or combined sources and by the
same system or combined systems of works, desire to provide for the
irrigation of such irrigable lands, the holders may propose the
organization of an irrigation district by petition pursuant to the
Oklahoma Irrigation District Act.
Laws 1973, c. 179, § 2, emerg. eff. May 16, 1973; Laws 1992, c. 69, §
3, emerg. eff. April 13, 1992.

§82-277.3. Petition - Contents.
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The petition shall be signed by the petitioners, filed with the
Oklahoma Water Resources Board, and shall contain the following
information:

1. A specific description of the lands within the proposed
district;

2. The names and addresses of all of the electors within the
proposed district as reflected by the records of the county clerk of
the county wherein the land is located;

3. The proposed plan of operation and such additional data and
information required by rules and regulations of the Oklahoma Water
Resources Board;

4. An attached map showing the boundaries of the proposed
district; and

5. A request that the district be organized.

Laws 1973, c. 179, § 3, emerg. eff. May 16, 1973; Laws 1992, c. 69, §
4, emerg. eff. April 13, 1992.

§82-277.4. Hearing - Notice - Order.

After receipt of the petition, the Oklahoma Water Resources Board
shall:

1. Set the petition for hearing before a hearing officer in a
place of general convenience at the nearest county seat. The
Oklahoma Water Resources Board shall instruct the petitioners to
publish, at their expense, notice of said hearing by legal
publication for two (2) consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general
circulation, published in each county containing lands within the
boundaries of the proposed district. Such hearing date shall be set
not earlier than thirty (30) days after the last publication date of
said notice. In addition, owners of land included in the proposed
district, as reflected by the records of the county clerk of the
county wherein the land is located, shall be notified by the
petitioners of the hearing by registered or certified mail. Such
notice shall be mailed at least thirty (30) days prior to the date
set for the hearing. The notice shall contain:

a. a brief statement describing the purpose of such
hearing,

b. a description of the territory to be included within
said district, and

C. the date and the time and place of the hearing at which

all persons residing or owning property within the
proposed district may appear and be heard concerning
the petition;
2. Permit filing of statements supporting or opposing the same;
3. Approve or deny the petition and plan as the Oklahoma Water
Resources Board deems advisable;
4. 1Include or exclude lands within the district, upon
application of the owners thereof, provided the Oklahoma Water
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Resources Board finds that it is in the best interest of the district
and the owners of such land;

5. 1If the organization of the district is approved, issue an
order describing the boundaries of the district. The order shall be
filed of record within thirty (30) days after the date of issuance by
the Oklahoma Water Resources Board in the office of the county clerk
of each county or counties wherein lands included within the district
are located; and

6. Call a meeting, and instruct the petitioners to give notice
by mail of such meeting, of the district electors for the purpose of
adopting bylaws and electing directors.

Laws 1973, c. 179, § 4, emerg. eff. May 16, 1973; Laws 1992, c. 69, §
5, emerg. eff. April 13, 1992.

§82-277.5. Electors - Persons eligible to serve - First meeting -
Adoption of bylaws - Other business.

A. 1. Any elector in the division of the district in which he
resides may serve as a director in that division.

2. If an elector does not own irrigable land in the division of
the district in which he resides, or resides outside the district,
such elector may serve as a director in the division in which the
majority of his land is located.

B. At the time and place established by the Oklahoma Water
Resources Board for the first meeting of the electors of the
district, the electors shall adopt bylaws. In addition to any other
provisions normally and properly included in bylaws, the bylaws
shall, at a minimum, include provisions regarding the following:

1. Establishing the district's name and principal place of
business;
2. Requiring an annual meeting of electors and providing that a

notice of such annual meeting be given, by mail, to each elector not
less than fifteen (15) days prior to the annual meeting;

3. Requiring special meetings of electors and providing that a
notice of such special meeting be given, by mail, to each elector not
less than fifteen (15) days prior to the special meeting;

4. Requiring that the electors pursuant to the provisions of
this section shall:

a. establish qualifications and a process to elect a board
of directors. The board of directors shall be composed
of not less than five members nor more than nine. The
board of directors shall be elected from divisions
approximately equal in land area and number of
electors. A director shall be twenty-one (21) years of
age or older and an elector in the district, and

b. set the director's terms of office. The terms of
office of the initial board shall be until the date of
the first, second, or third annual meeting of the
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electors. Successors shall be elected for terms of
three (3) years. For any vacancy on the board due to
resignation, death, or any cause resulting in an
unexpired term, the board shall appoint a person to
complete such unexpired term;

5. Requiring that any director who ceases to qualify as an
elector or a director during his term of office shall immediately
cease to be a director and his office shall be vacant;

6. Requiring that a director may be removed from his office by:

a. a majority vote of the electors in the electing
division at any time, and for any reason at an election
called upon a petition signed by at least sixty percent
(60%) of the electors of the division, or

b. the district judge having jurisdiction of the district
for dishonesty, incompetency or failure to perform the
duties imposed upon him pursuant to the Oklahoma
Irrigation District Act;

7. Requiring that each elector be entitled to one vote on any
election, motion, resolution or proposal properly brought for vote
before the electors;

8. Providing that each elector may vote in person, by proxy or
by absentee ballot by procedures established and supervised by the
directors; and

9. Providing for setting and modification of assessments.

C. Following the adoption of bylaws, the electors shall conduct
such other business as may be necessary for the proper organization
of the district including but not limited to:

1. Electing a board of directors pursuant to the district's
bylaws; and

2. Adopting an official seal.

D. 1. Following the first meeting of electors, the board shall
submit the initial bylaws to the Oklahoma Water Resources Board for
their approval or disapproval. The Oklahoma Water Resources Board
shall either approve or disapprove the bylaws within sixty (60) days
after receiving written notification and a copy of the bylaws from
the board. The failure of the Oklahoma Water Resources Board to
disapprove the bylaws within sixty (60) days shall constitute
approval.

2. Upon any subsequent modification or amendment of the bylaws
by the electors, the modified or amended bylaws shall be submitted to
the Oklahoma Water Resources Board for their approval or disapproval
in the same manner and subject to the same conditions as the initial
bylaws. Any modification or amendment of existing bylaws shall not
become effective until the Oklahoma Water Resources Board has
approved such modifications or amendments in whole, in part or as
otherwise authorized by the Oklahoma Water Resources Board.
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Laws 1973, c. 179, § 5, emerg. eff. May 16, 1973; Laws 1992, c. 69, §
6, emerg. eff. April 13, 1992.

§82-277.6. Board of directors - Oath of office - Surety bond -
Powers and duties - Effect of section on other laws.

A. FEach director of the board shall take and subscribe to the
official oath of office and execute a surety bond to the district
conditioned upon the faithful discharge of his duties.

B. The board shall:

1. Elect a president or chairman and vice-president or vice-
chairman from its members and elect or appoint a secretary-treasurer.
The secretary-treasurer of the board shall be bonded;

2. Conduct its business in open meeting, pursuant to the
Oklahoma Open Meeting Act;

3. Maintain its records pursuant to the Oklahoma Open Records
Act, except those records which are considered private or
confidential under applicable laws of the United States;

4. Have standing to appear before any court of this state. Such
standing shall extend to all matters germane to the powers and duties
of the district including but not limited to questions of the
validity of the establishment and operation of the district,
contracts and collection of delinquent assessments;

5. On a date specified by the board, each year, prepare a
budget, estimating the amount of money required for the ensuing year
to meet all obligations of the district and determine the assessments
necessary to pay those obligations. Assessments may be modified or
adopted by the Board when determined necessary;

6. Determine collection procedures for all assessments imposed
by the district. Assessments may be set by the board for all
expenses of the district including the establishment and maintenance
of a reserve fund, provided, however, that any assessments for
construction or improvements and the principal indebtedness and
interest which may be incurred relating thereto shall be approved by
vote of the electors. The amount approved by the electors for
construction or improvements may include additional amounts necessary
for the establishment of a reasonable reserve and the payment of
costs of issuance and underwriters' discount. The maximum amount of
principal indebtedness and interest shall not be less than one
hundred ten percent (110%) of the estimated cost of such construction
or improvement, in order to provide for contingencies. All plans of
construction and improvements shall be submitted to the Oklahoma
Water Resources Board;

7. Let contracts for public improvements or public construction
projects of the district. Such improvements or construction projects
shall be on sealed bids to the lowest and best responsible bidder and
shall be conditioned upon the filing of a performance bond equal to
one hundred percent (100%) of the contract price for the faithful
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performance of the contract except as otherwise provided by the
Public Competitive Bidding Act;

8. Cause an independent auditor to prepare and furnish an annual
certified audit of the financial condition of the district for the
preceding year to the board. A copy of such audit shall be submitted
to the Oklahoma Water Resources Board, and made available to the
electors and creditors of the district; and

9. 1In the best interests of the entire district, establish a
written comprehensive and reasonable plan of operation for the
release, distribution, and use of water among the owners of lands
within the district. Prior to the adoption of any final plan of
operation or amendments thereto, the board shall provide for a
meeting on the proposed or modified plan of operation. Notice of the
intended action shall be mailed to the electors. Copies of the plan
or amendments thereto shall be made available, at no charge, to the
electors. The board shall fully consider all written and oral
submissions respecting the plan or amendments thereto. A final plan
of operation or amendments thereto shall be submitted to the electors
for approval at the annual meeting or at a special meeting of the
electors called for such approval. Upon approval of such plan or
amendments thereto, the plan or plan as amended shall constitute the
official plan of operation for the district. Copies of the official
plan of operation for the district shall be made available to the
public.

C. The board shall have the power and authority to:

1. Manage and conduct the business affairs of the district;

2. Make and execute all necessary contracts;
3. Organize as a municipal corporation;
4. Employ such agents, officers and employees, including but not

limited to a manager, as may be required and prescribe their duties
and compensation;

5. 1Institute, maintain and defend any and all actions, suits and
proceedings, in person or by counsel, in the name of the district;

6. Appear before the Oklahoma Water Resources Board to protest
any application not in conformity with the district's plan of
operation or not in the best interests of the district;

7. Perform any lawful act necessary to provide sufficient water
to each elector in the district;

8. Provide for the proper drainage of all lands affected by the
operations of the district;

9. Procure water either inside or outside of this state;
10. Develop comprehensive plans for efficient use of streams and
groundwater and the control and prevention of waste. Such plans

shall be filed with the Oklahoma Water Resources Board for
informational purposes only;

11. Reclassify or authorize transfer of existing lands of the
district as provided in the Oklahoma Irrigation District Act;
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12. For the purposes of the district:

a. acquire by purchase, lease or grant, rights-of-way and
improvement locations, and release such acquired
interests, provided that the acquisition or release of
the property or facilities of public service
corporations shall be accomplished as provided for by
Section 1722 of Title 69 of the Oklahoma Statutes,

b. enter upon lands for the making of surveys, provided
consent for such entry is first obtained,

C. condemn lands in accordance with the procedure provided
for condemnation of land by railroad corporations. The

power of eminent domain shall not be exercised to
acquire water rights unless the land is acquired in
fee. 0il, gas and minerals shall not be subject to the
power of eminent domain, except to the extent necessary
to prevent activities adversely affecting the purposes
of the district,

d. purchase and acquire leases of water rights,
e. make application for appropriations of water,
f. construct, use, maintain, repair and improve canals,

wells, reservoirs and water supply and distribution
facilities and appurtenances of all kinds, and

g. enter into contracts and obligations with this state
and the United States under the provisions of the
Federal Reclamation Act and all other state and federal
acts for the acquisition of water supply and
distribution facilities;

13. Accept the appointment of the district as fiscal agent of
the United States or this state, or accept authorization of the
district by the United States or this state to make collection of
money for and on behalf of the United States or this state in
connection with any federal or state project, and assume the duties
and liabilities incident to such action, and do any and all things
required by rules and regulations now or hereafter established by any
agency or department of the federal or state government in regard
thereto;

14. Accept gifts of money, property and services;

15.